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TRANSLATED from the SWEDISH. 


To which are prefixed 
Thoſe of Her Preſent MAJESTY to her-SON. 
vor. . 
The SECOND EDITION, 


LONDON: 


Printed for R. Gatreirns, in Pater - noſter-ROw. 
M.DCC.LIX, 


a. mzmOsco -. 


TS. 


His RoyaAL HIGHNESsS 


' THE 


PRINCE of WALEs. 


223% SHOULD have had 


more fear, and leſs 


* inclination, to lay 
theſe letters at the feet of Vour 
ROYAL HiohNESss, if Thad been 
the original author of them ; 
A 2 but 


iv DEDICATION. 
but they were wrote by fo 


great, ſo ſenſible, and ſo ho- 
neſt a man, to a young Prince 
who, in the common courſe 


of things, will, one day, be a 


. contemporary king with Your 
Royal HichNEss, that I can- 
not help thinking them worth 

your reading. 

You, Sis, have been guided 
in your education by men of 
too much learning, experi- 
ence, and integrity, to want 
advice, or expect aſſiſtance, 


from 


DEDICATION, „ 
from a ftranger: yet Your 
RO VAL HicHNnEss may not be 
diſpleaſed to find the wiſe 
precepts, to which you have 
ſo frequently liſtened, con- 
firmed in the opinions of ſo ex- 
perienced a writer. Important 
truth can never be too ſtrongly 
ſupported : virtue and true 
greatneſs are the ſame things in 
all nations. Our noble author 
is a profeſſed enemy to flat- 
tery; for which, I am ſure, 


Tour ROYAL Hicnness will 


A 3 not 


vi DEDICATION. 
not like him the worſe. His 


ſole object, moſt evidently, 
appears to be the ſubſtantial 
felicity of his Royal Pupil, 
and the. conſequent welfare 
of his country, -He loves his 
Prince, without being blind 
to his faultss He knows 
Princes to be but men, and 
therefore fallible with the reſt 
of mankind. 

Som of the firſt of theſe 
letters will, undoubtedly, ſeem 
trifling to Your ROYAL Hicu- 


NESS, 


DEDICATION. wi 


Ness, even when You are 
informed that the Prince, to 
whom they were wrote, was 
no more than five years old; 
but 1 muſt beſeech You, for 
the author's ſake, not to judge 


of them by Your own ideas 
of things at that age, I can 
aſſure You, Sts, they are 


even above the capacity of 
common children; but that 


they were underſtood by the 
Royal Youth to whom they 
were addreſſed, is plain from 
A 4 his 


vii DEDICATION. 

his ſenfible anſwers to ſome 
of them, which appear in this 
collection. 

Sincs it has been known 
that I intended to dedicate this. 
tranſlation to Your Royal, 
Hicrness, I was told, by a 
cautious friend, that letters 
wrote to a child could not, 


but with great impropriety, 
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he? 7 8 2 "I 
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be preſented to a Prince of 


Your ROYAL Hichxkss's age. 


. 


I anſwered him in the words 


2 


; of an elegant French writer. 


* * 
* 8 As . "> . 8 
* 5 r vc 5-376. Haag 


i => © Lap- 


Wc, 7 — 5 5 - 
„ 


DEDICATION, ix 
© L'apparence en eſt puerile, * 
© jele confeſſe; mais ces pue- 
© rilites ſervent d' envelopes 
© a des verites importantes.” 
I am even of opinion, that 
Your Ro VAL HIGHNESs will 


have ſome pleaſure in read - 


ing the Prince's anſwers. I 
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remember ADDISON ſays, 


in one of his letters to PopR, 
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+ be would be diverting to- 
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me, to read the very letters 


© of an infant, could it write 
its innocent inconſiſtencies, 


148 and 


2 


x DEDICATION, 
© and tautologies, juſt as it 
thought them. 

I Hav been too long ab- 
ſent from my country, to be 
particularly acquainted with 
Your ROYAL HIGHNEõs's vir- 
tues: all I know of them, 
is from my correſpondence 
with a few ſele& friends of 
credit, and the univerſal voice 
of fame, whodelightsour rifing 


nation with the pleaſing pro- 
phecy of © a wiſe father of 
© his people; but were Your 
8 


DEDICATION. x 


excellence of heart, or ſupe- 


riority of genius, ever ſo well 
known to me, I ſhould not 
chooſe to anticipate our hi- 
ſtorians by diſplaying them 
in a dedication: a kind of 
addreſs, which, through a 
ſtrange want of delicacy, is 
ſo often the vehicle of groſs 
flattery, that real merit can- 
not but reje& the incenſe 
that is ſo commonly profti- 
tuted. e 


xi DEDICATION. 
IAM alſo, contrary to rule, 
ſilent on the virtues of Your 


anceſtors, 


© Quelqu'autre Vous dira, d'une 
= plus forte voix, 

© Les faits de Vos Aieux, et les 
vertus des Rois. 


+ Is the tranſlator's language 
be not the moſt elegant, Your 
ROYAL Higcnnzss will be 
» | pleaſed to remember, that we 
5 DR. ſoldiers 
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DEDICATION. Xii 
ſoldiers are not the moſt fa- 
mous people for learning, and 
that the books we read, or 
ought to read, are better 
known for their utility, than. 


| ambitious of being thought a 


FAITHFUL SUBJECT, 
F THANK Your Royal 
Hicunzss, humbly and fin- 


cerely, for Your moſt gracious 


* 
N 
* 


their beauty of ſtile. 1 am leſs 


GOOD WRITER, than an HONEST 


Man, and, conſequently, a 


leave 


_—_—_ - 
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+4 


xiv DEDICATION. 


- leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, in 


this public manner, 
Your Rovyar Hicunzss's | 


* Moſt devoted, 
Moſt obedient, 


Moſt humble ſervant, 


J. BERKENHOUT. 
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INCE neither Mr. MAav- 
PERTU1s's Latin Town, 

nor any other ſcheme of 

univerſal language, is likely to take, 
either for want of proper encour- 
agement, or from ſome natural dif- 
ficulty in the thing itſelf; we muſt 
content ourſelves with tranſlations 
inſtead of originals, with ſecondary 
dimneſs in the room of primary 
luſtre. 

Tux Swediſh is, I believe, of 
all the modern tongues, leaſt un- 
derſtood in this nation; for which 

reaſon, 


xvi PREFACE. 


reaſon, I muſt ſuppoſe theſe Let- 
ters no unacceptable preſent to my 
country : tranſlations of good books 
being more or leſs valuable, in 
proportion as che language, from 
which they are taken, is more or 
leſs underſtood. But before I ſpeak 
of theſe letters in particular, I muſt 
beg the reader to indulge me in a 
few thoughts, concerning tranſla- 
tion in general. 

Ir has often been diſputed, b 
ther it be ever allowable in a tranſ- 
lator to vary from his original, even. 
though it ſhould be evidently in his 
power to aſſiſt him. With ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the learned, I think, that 


2 when 


PREFACE. wi 


when an author happens to nod, 
which will be ſometimes the caſe 
in a work of length, he muſt be an 
ill-natured man, if he is out of hu- 
mour with the tranſlator who pulls 
him by the ſlecve, at a time when 
the eyes of a whole nation are upon 


him. There are ſo many natural 
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beauties peculiar to every cultivated 
language, that all tranſlators will, 
but too frequently, find themſelves 
in ſpite of all their efforts, obliged 
to ſink below their original; and I 
think it would be very hard, if, 
when their own language affords 
them an evident ſuperiority, they 
were not ſuffered to riſe in their 


a turn. 


xvii PREFACE. 
turn. Town, that thoſe who would 
attempt this ought to be very ſure, 
that they have rightly caught their 
author's chain of ideas; they ſhould 
be very poſitive, that, if he had had 
the advantage of their language, he i 
would have expreſſed himſelf in «1 
that manner. Without this, they 
will be frequently on the top of the 
hill, when they ought to be in the 9 
vale below: they will be ſtrutting⸗ 
in plumes and bufkins, when their | 
author deſignedly puts on a ſhep- 
herd's ſimplicity. I could point 
out various inſtances of this kind, 
even in ſome of our beſt tranſla- 
tions from the claffics. But when 1 
ſay, 


PREFACE. xix 
ſay, that in ſome caſes, a man may be 
allowed to depart from his author, , 
I would, by no means, be thought 


to be of the fame opinion with 
one of Mr. Porr's french tranſ- 
lators ; who, on being ſhewn ſe- 
veral paſſages in which he appeared 
not to have underſtood the engliſh 
poet, replied, * that if it was not 
«< what Por had ſaid, it was what 
he ought to have ſaid.” 

SEVERAL ſcrupulous tranſlators 
have been miſled by the fimilitude 
of many engliſh words- with thoſe 
in the language before them ; with- 
out conſidering, or not knowing, that 
we have a great variety of ſyllables 

that, 


== PREFACE. 


that, in compliance to the company 


into which they fell, have acquired 


a ſignification almoſt oppoſite to that 


of the roots from which they ſprung. 
For this reaſon, a verbatim tranſla- 
tion muſt not only be an inelegant, 
but a falſe, one. 

THERE are ſome caſes, where 
it is not only juſtifiable in a tranſ- 
lator, but even his duty, to dif- 
fer from his author; I mean, where 
he happens to find miſtakes in the 
names of perſons or things. Sup- 
poſe, for inſtance, that the author 


of theſe Letters ſhould, for want of 


a little attention, have called tales, 
| fables; have wrote La Mor TE, 


in- 
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PREFACE. xx 
inſtead of La FonTAIiNE ; or, in 


the miſapplication of a word or 


— 
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two, ſhould happen to have con- 
tradicted himſelf (which, certainly, 
no one ever intended) he, ſurely, 
could not be diſpleaſed with his 
tranſlator, for departing from the 
words of the original. Or ſuppoſe, 
that in a good collection of fables, I 


at leaſt, excuſe myſelf in having 
done, as, in the like caſe, I ſhould 
deſire to be done by. 


f- = ſhould find one, without either pro- 
re 1 priety, moral, or invention, ought 
he 4 the author to be out of humour 
* ; with me for having turned over 
Or J two leaves inſtead of one? I could, 
of | 


But 


—— 


Bur that tranſlator is inexcuſa- ” © 
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ble, who, like a falſe mirror, diſ- Th 

| torts, inſtead of reflecting, the ideas the 
| of his author. The French hap- | 
| Pen, unfortunately for ſome of our I the 
| modern engliſh writers, to have ſe- | 1 5 
v 


veral of this kind; of which a late 
tranſlation of Lord ORRER 's let- 
ters to his ſon is a ſhocking exam- 
ple. The very title- page is ſuffi- 
cient to convince the world, how 
much the honeſt man knew what 
he was about; for, there he tells 
us, that theſe letters, which contain 
an account of the_Life and Writings 
of Dr. Swirr, were intended as a 
continuation of che engliſh Spyc- 


TAT OR. 


PREFACE. xx 


TATOR. Inconceivable ignorance! 


The whole book is of a piece with 


W the title- page. 


I xNow not how it comes, but 


Ce 


r r 
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the French are ſeldom fortunate 
in tranſlating from any language ; 
which, I believe, is rather owing 
to the remarkable peculiarity in 
1 their idiom, than to any want of 
I patience in their Nature. The rea- 
er will hardly believe me, when I 
I tell him that I have ſeen two dif- 


ferent tranſlations of the Ess Av oN 


4 Man in French, the one in verſe 
1 and the other in proſe; in both 
3 which, the words © To be, that be- 
| gin the 109 line in the firſt epiſtle 


2 are 


iv PRE F A C E. 


are tranſlated © d'exiſter'—as they 


ought to be; but, to this word, we 
find, at the bottom of the page, 
2 note, which informs us, that 
* Exiſter' is the name of an eng- 
liſh lord, an intimate friend of 
Mr. Poyt's. This ſtrange blun- 5 


der ſeems more inconceivable, as it 


was, certainly, no fault in the firſt t 
tranſlator. v 

Wr have, beyond doubt, ſome I 
very good tranſlations in our lan- D 
guage ; but we are greatly ſurpaſſed v 
by the Italians, who have a better Ss 
tranſlation of M11 Ton than we = © 
can boaſt, of any book whatever. li 


| Thoſe who imagine the italian lan- 
2 8 5 guage | 


Fl 
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4 guage wants nerves, may convince 


themſelves of the contrary by com- 


paring this excellent tranſlation with 
the orignal. 

Tur Germans have attempted 
the celebrated Mr. RIicHARDSON's 
works with leſs ſucceſs than they 
deſerve; but, in juſtice to that na- 
tion, I muſt ſay, that they have 
very happy tranſlations of our 
Leonidas, and of Dr. YounG's 
NicuT TrovcurTs : but it is no 


wonder ; for theſe works came from 


ettet the pen of a gentleman who knows 
we our language better than moſt Eng- 
ever. linhmen. 
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I MusT beg leave, for the au- 
thor's ſake, to aſſure the reader, that 
theſe Letters were actually wrote 


according to their dates. I mention 
this, leſt any one ſhould imagine 
them to have been deſigned for the 
preſs, as a regular ſyſtem of educa- 
tion. They will not bear viewing 
in that light. But when we con- 
fider that they were wrote without 

: ſtudy, we ſhall eaſily pardon, in 
ſome of his concluſions, the want 
of ſyllogiſtical truth. 

Ir the author ſhould be charged 
with repetitions, let us remember 
his age; that he wrote theſe letters 

at very different times ; that a much 
2 younger 
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younger man might eaſily be ſup- 
poſed to have forgot, towards the 
J ; | end, part of what he had wrote in 
Y the beginning. Beſide, there are 
certain virtues ſo entirely eſſential to 
a Young Prince, that it is hardly 
poſſible to urge them too often. 
By endeavouring to be explicit, it 
is an eaſy matter to grow 'prolix ; 
but, in writing to a child, it was 


unavoidable : for this reaſon, - we 
ſhall, now and then, find our au- 


chor drawing concluſions, which, 
2 2 perhaps, the reader would have 
been glad to make. 

is the fifty-ſixth letter there are 


ſome few lines, that caution the 


ex 


ers 


ich 
B 2 Young 


xvii PREFACE. 


Young Prince againſt the effects 
of -a- paſſion, of which he, at that 
age, could have no idea. For this 
reaſon, I have heard them con- I 
demned for their impropriety ; but 
theſe critics did not give themſelves 
' time to conſider, that the ſame ob- 
jection might be made to all the ad- 
vice contained in theſe letters, with 
regard to the Prince's future con- 
duct. Though they might not be 
intended for the prefs, the author 
did not ſuppoſe that his pupil would 


tear as ſoon as he had read them. 

Ir the few letters, wrote in | 
french, ſhould come under'the eye | \ 8 
of a true critic in that language, let 1 


"= A - 
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him remember that they were wrote 
by a Swede. 

As to my own conduct, in the 
3 ; capacity of a tranſlator, though it 
may not be entirely juſtifiable, yet 


I Jam not quite without excuſe, as 
F 1 | | the reader will find, if he has pa- 
IM ticnce to proceed. 

Tux twenty-five firſt letters were 
publiſhed ſeparately, as appears by 
the twenty-ſixth, which, in the 
ſwediſh edition, is the firſt letter 
of the ſecond volume, under the 


title of, Letters from an older 


Man to a more ſedate Prince' ; 
but there being only three months 
difference between the dates of the 


B 3 laſt 


mr PREFACE. 
laſt of the firſt and the firſt of the 
ſecond volume, I have ventured to 
unite them under one title. 
THE fables in the original are all 
in proſe ; but, either from a notion 
that fable and poetry are, or ought 
to be, inſeparable, or from a deſire 
to ſhew my talent in that art, I have 
tranſlated moſt of them in verſe. 
If the reader ſhould declare, that he 


had rather have had them in their 


original proſe, I aſk his pardon for 
having taken ſo much pains to diſ- 
oblige him. But we muſt not for- 
get, that they are chiefly copied 
from the french poets, whom, in 
this caſe, I choſe to conſider as my 
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PREFACE. xxxi 


originals. Be it as it will, I have 
a very great precedent for what I 


have done; for, if I remember right, 


| SocRATEs took the ſame liberty 
1 with sor. 
t IN one of the fables I have imi- 


& tated La FoxTains in the inequa- 
e IR lity of his verſes. Thoſe, whom 
XX this may ſcandalize, may, if that 


E will pleaſe them, look on it in the 

3 : light of an experiment. 

Ir I SHOULD any one be defirous to 

(- know in what manner, and upon 

* what grounds, I have now and 

-d then departed from my author, he 
in may compare the Queen's laſt let- 

ay ter, with the tranſlation. Thoſe 


B 4 writ- 
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written by her Majeſty were never 
printed before. 
SINCE I finiſhed this ak; 1 
have ſeen an engliſh tranſlation of a 
tranſlation, of theſe letters; for 1 
am told they were done from the 
german, which was done from the 
ſwediſh. But as it is, in every 
reſpect, a very different book from 
this, it has had no effect on my de- 


ſign of publiſhing theſe ſheets. 
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PusLIsHER to the READ ER. 


Gentle REA DER 
HE THE R thou art a wiſe 


man or the contrary; ſitting 


in thy ſtudy, ſauntering in the 
field, or lounging in a bookſeller's ſhop ; 
dignified with a. title, ſpiritual. or tem- 


poral ; or peradventure not dignified at 
all: I muſt deſire thee to hear me; the 
publiſher, before thou proceedeſt.. Firſt 
then, let me adviſe thee, what character 
ſoever thou mayeſt have heard of theſe 
letters (for they are already known by 


another tranſlation) not to regard any 


B 5 man's 
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man's opinion but thine own. Secondly, 
let me intreat thee not to give thy opi- 
nion, till thou haſt read them quite 
through. Thirdly, I muſt beſeech thee 
never to loſe ſight of the perſon to whom, 
and the deſign with which, they were 
wrote. What noiſe ſoever this book may 
have made upon the Continent; into 
how many languages ſoever it may have 
been tranſhted, let not this, in the leaſt, 
| Influence thy judgment. The tranſlator 
is my friend ; and, therefore, I may be 
_ juſtly ſuſpected of partiality : but if I am 
not a bad prophet, they will command 
the approbation of all men, whoſe ſenti- 
ments bear reſemblance to thoſe of our 


* * 
author. FAREWELL. 


L E T- 


e 


MW PRINCE Gus TAE. 


ass 


= | LET TAR :k 
| Al été touchée vivement, mon 


cher fils, de la ſenſibilitẽ que vous 


avẽs temoignẽe à mon depart. Je 
ne vous cache point que votre amitiẽ m'eſt 
chere, et qu'il y a peu de meres qui puiſſent - 
dimer plus tendrement leurs enfans, que je le 
fais; mais, a DIEv ne plaiſe, que je vous aimaſſe 
Tune amitiẽ aveugle ! ce ſeroit vous trabir, et 


\ 


non 


tr 

non pas vous aimer. Je ſuis attentive a toutes 
vos actions, et je nai point à me reprocher de 
lache complaiſance pour vos defauts ; je me 
flatte meme, que ce ſera, un jour, un des liens 

qui vous attachera plus intimement a moi. 
ConTiwus, mon cher fils, a ètre exact à 
remplir tous vos devoirs: je mets au deſſus de 
tous, le culte et la veneration que vous deves 
a L'ETxeE SurR EME. Souvenéẽs- vous, que 
les vertus morales ſont en danger, ſi elles ne 
ſont ſoutenues par les Chretiennes, et que les 
ames Elevees ont pour D1ev des ſentimens qui 
partent du ceeur, et qui leur donnent cette 
noble aſſurance dans toutes les actions de leur 
vie: que Ja votre, mon cher fils, ſoit longue, et 
que Dieu vous faſſe la grace de vous mettre 
au rang de ces Princes qui ſervent de modele 
aux fiecles a venir! ce ſont, mon cher fils, 
mes veeux : ils font lincezes, et vous aſſurent 
de 


— 


t 


( 
de 1a tendreſſe infinie avec laquelle je ſerai 2 
jamais, | 
Votre tendre mere, 
Stockholm, 
8e bre, 1754. 
LOU. ULRIQUE. 


TRANSLATION of the preceding 
bir 


les i II was not without great emotion, that I ſaw 
qui I | you, my dear GusTAvE, ſo ſenſibly affect- 
tte | ed with' my departure ; for I freely own to you, 
WT that your affection is extremely dear to me, 
and that there are few mothers who love their 
children with more tenderneſs than myſelf: 
but Gop forbid that my love for you ſhould 
ever make me blind to your faults ! this were 


to „ inftead of loving, you. I am atten- 
tive to all your actions, without having any 
reaſon 


2 


(i 
reaſon to reproach myſelf with a weak indul- 
gence for your defects, and I flatter myſelf that 
this will, one day, be a means of attaching 


you yet more cloſely to me. 2 
ConTinue, my dear Gus rAvE, to be 
exact in fulflling your ſeveral duties; the 
principal of which is the veneration and wor- 
ſhip due to the SUPREME BEIN O. Remem- 
ber that moral virtue is in great danger, when 
it is no longer ſupported by chriſtianity : and 
that all great minds have a ſincere love for, and 
confidence, in their CREATOR; which gives 
them that noble aſſurance, ſo viſible in every 
action of their lives. That your life may be of 


l long duration ! and that God may be graci- tic 
« ouſly pleaſed to place you in the rank of thoſe lot 
Princes who become a model to future ages! pit 
Theſe are my conſtant Prayets: they are fin- 3 de 
cere, and, therefore, aſſure you of the tender 4 cel 
affection with which I ſhall ever be ol au. 
| Your, &c. 


( xxxix. ) 
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E vous avois promis, mon cher fils, une 
plus longue lettre par le courier, et je me 
fais un plaiſir de vous tenir parole. Je n'en- 
trerai pas en detail des beautes des provinces, 
de leur ſituation, de leur commerce, et de 
| leurs manufactures: le ſujet, ſur lequel je 
veux vous entretenir, eſt infiniment plus in- 
4 $ tereſſant; C'eſt des habitans, de leur zele, et 
FJ de Famour infini qu'ils temoignent au roi. A 
oF quoi ſerviroient ces vains titres et ces gran- 
ö 1 W deurs, s ils n'etoient accompagnes de raffec- 
tion du peuple? ce ſeroient des fardeaux bien 


| lourds à porter, et des couronnes garnies d' e- 


pines. Le vrai bonheur, mon cher fils, eſt 


de pouvoir faire celui des autres: heureux 


celui qui en a le pouvoir] mais quelque peu 
que Von puiſſe en avoir, il doit toujours avoir 


cet 


- 
cet objet. Les Princes qui s'ẽloignent de ces 
maximes ſont des tirans, que la Providence a 
fait naitre comme des inſtrumens de fa ven- 


geance, et dont les noms font horreur au genre 
humain. | | 


/ Div vous a donné, mon cher fils, des ta- 
lens et une ame ſenſible: gardẽs vous toujours 
que ce cceur ne devienne la dupe de Peſprit; 
Ceft un Ecueil qui a ſouvent terni les plus 
belles vies: que la votre aye la pieté pour 
guide! c'eſt le plus ſar remede contre tous les 
Egaremens: 

" ConTinuEs, mon cher fils, à vous faire i 
une Etude de la vertu. Vous voules favoir 1 . 
quel en ſera le ſucces? Il ſera proportionne à 1 ö 
vos efforts. Pourquoi balancer? On n'eſt 3 
point ſage par hazard. Les biens, les hon- 1 
neurs, les dignitẽs peuvent aller au devant de 3 


vous; mais la vertu ne vous previendra jamais: 


elle ne &obtiens que par le travail, et par un il 


(=) 
travail continu 3 mais ce travail doit-il vous 
| rebuter, des qu'il vous procure la poſſeſſion 


de tous les biens? N'eſperes done jamais pou- 


voir allier la volupte avee la gloire, la mol- 
lefle avec la recompenſe de la vertu. 

C'zsT, peut- tre, trop de morale pour une 
lettre. Je vais finir celle-ci en vous commu- 
niquant mon contentement ſur les votres. 
Votre ſincerits repare, en partie, la faute que 
vous aves commiſe. Qui ſe connoit coupa- 
ble n'eſt pas loin de ſe corriger. Faites en 
forte, mon cher fils, que vous n'ayes plus de 
pareilles confidences à me faire. Donnés 
moi, par votre conduite, des preuves con- 
vaincantes de votre amitié. Soyés aſſurẽ de 
la mienne, qui ne finira quꝰ avec la vie, ẽtant 
à jamais, 

Votre tendre et bonne mere, 


1754. | L. U. 
TRANS- 


( xlii 


TRANSLATION. 


T PRomisSED you, my dear GUSTAVE, 2 4 k 
longer letter by the courier, and I have a 4 | 
pleaſure in keeping my word. I ſhall not be 
particular in deſcribing the beauties of theſe 1 ; 
provinces, their ſituation, commerce, and ma- 4 3 
nufactures. I will rather tell you of the in- q | 
babitants, their zeal and affection for the king, 
which is a ſubject infinitely more intereſting, | 
Of what uſe were all theſe vain titles and gran- 
deur, if not accompanied by the people's love? q : 
They would be troubleſome burdens, and 2 : | 
crowns of thorns. True felicity, my der 
GusTAVE, conſiſts in the power of making F 
others happy : fortunate is the man who is I 
endowed with this power! but be our ſhare 4 ; f 
of it ever ſo ſmall, this ought always to be its 43 
principal object. Thoſe Princes who depan | 


( xiii ) 
from theſe maxims are tyrants, whom Pro- 
4 ; vidence created to be the inſtruments of its 
3 g vengeance, and whoſe names are the horror of 
5 2 4 ; mankind. 
| 1 Soy hath given you talents, and a heart. 
ot without ſenſibility : be careful, leſt it be- 
2 dome a dupe to your underſtanding ; it is a rock 
a which many a ſenſible man hath ſplit. Chuſe 
4 piety for your pilot, and you need not fear that 
3 0 ou will err in your courſe, 
1 Coxrixur, my dear GusTAvE, to make 
| ; yirtue your chief ſtudy. Would you know 
3 : your ſucceſs before-hand ? It will be propor- 
oned to your efforts. Why ſhould we ba- 
ce a moment? We ſhall never grow good 
chance. Wealth, honours, dignities, may 
3 ome of their own accord; but virtue muſt 
4 ; de eagerly purſued. She is not to be obtained 
out continued labour: but. ought this la- 
our to affright us, when we know that it will 


pro- 


( liv } 
procure us all that is deſirable ? You muſt ne- 
ver hope to unite ſenſuality with glory, nor | 
indolence with the reward of virtue. 

Tunis is, perhaps, too much morality for a 
letter. I ſhall finiſh this in telling you with how 
much fatisfaRtion I received yours. Your fin- 
cerity is ſome reparation of the fault you have | 
committed. He who acknowledges his guilt | 
is not far from amendment. Behave, my dear 
Gusravz, ſo as not to have any more ſuch 
ſecrets to intruſt me with. Let your future 
conduct convince me of your affection. You 8 
may be aſſured, that mine for you will never 
ceaſe but with my life. 


I am, &c. 


LE T- 


5 7 Os ESE Ie IS 4 


AZZ 


e- 


or | 


FEET TEM S 


TO A 


YOUNG PRINCE. 


$30I0S0S sss 


of 1 1 
4 o * 
b * 9 - 4 "4 


LETTER I. 
Ne J HEN ſleep forſakes our EY 


che mind is commonly crowded 


with great variety of thoughts. 

Laſt night, among other things, this queſtion * 

came into my head: Did God make kings 

great, that they might be puffed up with their 

majeſty ; that, by pomp and pride, they might 

ſpread fear among their ſubjects; or did he lift 

them above the multitude, that, in following | 

his example, they might prove their ſuperio- 3 
rity 
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rity by goodneſs and affability ? Kindneſs wil 
not fail to create love: the man we love moſt, 
we eſteem the higheſt, and obey with the 
greateſt chearfulneſs. 


You, my dear PRINCE, are born in 2 ei 


rank, which, ,if you keep the path of virtue, 
will lead you to the top of human greatneſs: 
I, therefore, expect that your Royar Hica- W 
NESS will be able to reſolye my queſtion, and 
to tell me, in a word, whether you think it 
were better to be loved or feared ? 


I am, &c. 
Stockholm, Feb. 25, 


1751, 


LETTER Ik. 
N my laſt fleepleſs night, methought I ſaw 
* two boys. They were brothers. The 
eldeſt ſpent all his time in play, whilſt other 
Were 
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Wrcre employed in telling, or liſtning to, in- 
aructive ſtories. Whenever he ſpake, his 
| words were ridiculous,* or trifling. The 
| younger brother read frequently, learnt fo- 
1 reign languages, and impreſſed them on his 
l memory. He would often reflect; and was 
never better pleaſed than when he found an op- 
3 portunity of repeating what he had learnt. 

Tassx two brothers grew up. When the 
WF ftudious one was ten years old, he was adviſed, 
for the ſake of his health, to uſe more exer- 
| ciſe: and was now introduced into all compa- 
W nics, where his improved underſtanding made 
vim always acceptable. In ſhort, each of his 
acquaintance wiſhed to have him continually 


preſent, and did every thing in the world to 
oblige him, 
faw 


The 


thers 


Taz elder brother, on the contrary, who 
had now paſſed his twelfth year, remained 
childiſh and ſtupid ; ſtood gaping when other 


were people 
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people ſpake, but could not, himſelf, ſay, ot 
do, one ſenſible thing. His parents were vex- 
ed; and, at laſt, reſolved, to the great morti, | 
fication of their ſon, that, whilſt his compa. il 
nions were innocently merry, he ſhould be 
confined at home, and learn to ſpell. But this 
was not all: their former indulgence had made 
him idle ; ſo that they were obliged to ſharpen 
his memory with the rod. His father and mo- q 
ther were uneaſy for him; his younger brother 
admoniſhed him, and he was now ſhunned by 
every body except the toyman, who was the 
only perſon that thought him of any uſe in the | 
world. At laſt, he took a firm reſolution to 
be his own inſtructor; read day and night, but | 
to no purpoſe, except to his own torment ; for | 
it was now too late. He was ftill deſpiſed, 
whilſt his brother was beloved by every one. 


yo 


Ti 


by all 
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Ir we ſow in due time, we ſhall reap the | 
fruit ef our labour; but, if we ſow too late, 
we ſhall gather weeds. | 
Wnar ſays my deareſt PrINce ? I am ſure 
he will diſapprove the elder brother's conduct. 
For my part, I think it were much better to 
follow your RovAL HicHNness's example; 
to read, hear, learn, and reflect, whilſt we are 
young, that we may repoſe, and appear in the 
world with a better grace, when our years ad- 


Vance, 


SF £ I am, &c, 
Tueſday, Feb. 26, 


1751, 


LETTER IL 

AST night, again, I imagined I beheld 
two brothers, whoſe parents, being rich, 
allowed to both a handfom and equal ſum to 
Vo! I. C ſupply 
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ſupply their expences. One of them ſquan- 


dered away his money, bought all he faw, and | 


deſtroyed all he had purchaſed ; dreſſed in gold 
and filver, but would roll himſelf in the dirt in 
his very fineſt apparel. He was a welcome 
viſitor to tradeſmen and ſhop-keepers, who 
would often ſay.— This generous gentleman 
will make money circulate. 

- Hrs brother, on the contrary, bought but 
few play-things, and was careful of them; 
wore plain cloaths, but was always neat: not- 
withſtanding this, he had ſeldom one penny to 
ſpare. His parents naturally deſired to be in- 
formed in what manner he ſpent his allow- 
ance; but he always found ſome innocent 
means to avoid giving them a direct anſwer, 
At laſt they puta mark upon the coin which 
they gave him, that they might know it again; 
and, upon enquiry, it was all found in the 
pockets of helpleſs widows, poor lame ſoldiers, 

; i - | 3 and 
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and other objects of compaſſion, who were 
daily on their knees, praying God to bleſs this 
| young gentleman. 0 

Is my opinion, he deſerved double praiſe : 
firſt, becauſe he was charitable; and ſecond- 
ly, becauſe he did not boaſt of his charity, 
Tradeſmen and ſhop-keepers. alſo found their 
account in his generofity : for many poor men 
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bring them as much profit as one rich one. 
1 am, &c. 
Feb. 37, 1751. 


LETTER 0 
HUS it is with the brain of a ſick man: 


What once takes poſſeſſion, is long in 


ent | 
ver. | leaving it, Laſt night the two brothers were 
nich 8 again preſent to my mind. I ſaw one of them, 
ain; = continually peeviſh and unkind to his ſervants, 


He thought it beneath his dignity to give his 
liers, : orders in an affable manner. They were in- 
81 deed 
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deed obedient, but with heavy hearts, They 
ſerved him, becauſe it was their duty: love 
for their maſter was no part of their mo- 
tive. They were often heard to ſay, It 
© is all one; we ſhall eaſily find as good 
© a maſter as this, who takes a pleaſure in 
« reminding us that our poverty obliges us to 
< ſerve,” 

His brother, on the contrary, was very 
careful of his ſervants, would frequently aſk 
them how they fared, ſpake affably to them, 
and thus made their ſervice eaſy. On their 
parts, as if he had been their father, they 
obeyed him out of love and eſteem, and would 
often ſay, God preſerve our dear maſter | 
© If we ſhould have the misfortune to loſe 
© him, where ſhall we meet with ſuch ano- 
© ther? we ſcarce perceive we are ſervants. 


Our ſervice is a pleaſure, We do not earn 


© our 


IN 


Zur 
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6 our bread in ſorrow, like the ſervants of his 
« ill- natured brother.” 

In- the midſt of my pain, I cried out, 
© No, I would not ſtir a foot to ſerve a 
c peeviſh, unkind maſter ! O! how delightful 
© a thing it is to make our fellow-creatures 
happy! 

Is it not true, my dear S1R ? I am ſure your 
Royal HiGHNEss will prefer the pleaſures 
of a benevolent heart to all other earthly hap- 
pineſs: and for that reaſon I will live and die, 


Your, &c. 
Feb. 27, 1751, 


LETTER V. 
n diſturbed, laſt night, by a very ſtrange 
thought. I fanſied that one of the twoyouths 
who have ſo faithfully attended me of late, had 
C 3 got 
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got the bad cuſtom of biting his lip. His friends 
would frequently beg of him to leave off an 
habit that might, in time, be of bad conſe- 
quence ; but he regarded them, in this, no 
more than when they defired him to ſpeak 
french. What happened ? As all unbecoming 
actions produce their own puniſhment, his poor 
tormented under-lip grew bigger every day, till 
at laſt it almoſt reached the ground. But as 
no misfortunes are without utility, this hang- 
ing lip ſerved his younger brother as a Kind of 
canopy, under which he fat and anſwered for 
the elder, to ſuch ſtrangers as could ſpeak no 
language but french : for he pitied his brother's 
misfortune, and was willing to do all in his 
power to hide his weakneſs, 

I was ſhocked at the fight, and cried out, 
Soy preſerve Prince GUSTAYE ;' for I re- 
membered to have frequently ſeen him bite 
his lip: but as he is a prince of good ſenſe, 
and 


> 
> 42 
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and willingly liſtens to advice, I am ſure he 
will carefully avoid every thing that might de 
him harm, or be a reproach to him. 


| I am, &c, 11 
March 1, 1751. 


L RT: T4 84H 5 
FFNHIS morning I was honoured with the 
_ viſit of two venerable old men, who, 
from their true ſwediſh honeſty, I am ſure, 

wiſh well to Your Roy aL HiGHNEss. 
Tuner had heard that my dear prince com- 
plains of a pain in his ear, and took it to be a 
warning to you that princes ſhould keep a 
careful watch over their: ears; for thoſe are 
the ſecret avenues by which much evil is led to 
the heart! whence after ſome nutrition, it 
breaks out in error, [injuſtice and violence. | 
How many people are there in the world whe, 
C4 to 
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to raiſe their own fortune, endeavour to dacken 
me characters of their fellow-ſervants in the 
eyes of their maſter ! This is bad indeed; but 

it is yet worſe in the prince that believes 
| them. | 

© IrI was a king, ſaid one of the good old 
men, it ſhould be my greateſt pleaſure to 
© make ſuch back-biters bluſh, I would call 
the perſons in queſtion to my preſence, and 
tell them in the flanderers hearing, all 
© that had been faid of them.” * Such men, 
continued the other, © mix their pernicious 
« draught with gall ; but there is another ſort 
© who, more artfully, mingle their poiſons | 
« with ſugar I mean the ſmooth language of 
-< flattery. Theſe men make princes believe 
< that their riotouſneſs is vivacity, their ex- 
© travagance generoſity, and their . ſtupidity 
s ſolid ſenſe; that, to ſupport their own 
.* worth, they muſt treat others with con- 

| | © tempt; 
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c tempt ; that humility conſiſts in low bows 

« and grimace; that obſtinacy is reſolution, 

and tyranny dominion, No, the ears of 
c princes are made to liſten to the voice of 
« truth, whilſt ſhe diſplays other men's virtues 
« worthy their imitation,” 

I was patiently attentive to my two ſages,. 
becauſe they talked ſenſibly ; -but I told them, 

that the pain in your ear was occaſioned by a 

cold Your Royal HICHNESSs had taken at 

the window when Count CRoNSTADT. was 

buried, 

„Wer, they replied, © ſo help him Go ! 

« patience, and nurſes milk are his beſt reme- 

« dies.” | 

We muſt by no means deſpiſe the advice o 


experienced men. 


I am, &c. 
March 2, 1751. 
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| LETTER VI. 
T Was this morning ſcarce awake, when a 
young gentleman, all in tears, came into 


my chamber. As I am not infenſible to the 
pain of others, I aſked him, tenderly, why he I 
' wept? ©* AhP ſaid he, © I will tell you what has 3 
© happened to me. When I was a child, I ; 1 


had the fleeting happineſs to be extremely 
© handſom ; to whichIpaid but little regard, till 
* the frequent exclamations of the ladies, in ad- 
© miration of my beauty, made me imagine my- 
ſelf ſomething very extraordinary. Hea- 
T vens, how pretty he is! O, he is too charm- 
« ing, too handſom !” and ſuch like words 
© were continually in my ears. I began to con- 
« clude myſelf already ſo engaging, that I could 
well fave myſelf the trouble of uſeful ſtudy, 
and other neceſſary accompliſhments. I now 
moved about to ſhew my face like a baby of 
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© wax; but, O, my happineſs proved moſt 
« inconſtant! A violent illneſs deſtroyed my 
« charms. No ſooner had I recovered my 
health than I was obliged to take the field, 
© in defence of my country, where I not only 
entirely loſt my fine complexion by the heat 
« of the ſun, but, what was much worſe, I 
received a wound acroſs my noſe and mouth, 
© which, though I have often heard it called 
ca badge of honour, was the finiſhing ſtroke 
£ to my ſmall remains of beauty.” 

Arx my return from the camp, I happened 
© to meet with the ladies who had ſo often praiſ- 
ed my comely face: but how was I ſurpriſed to 
© find them, after having aſked me a few queſ- 
* tions, turn upon their heels and walk off 
Pray, Sir, what could be the meaning of 
6 this?? 

Tux reaſon is this, I ſaid; © you truſted 
* too much to that which is flecting, or at 
| + beſt 
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© beſt uncertain, and neglected that which is 
ever permanent. Thoſe ladies talked with 


you, at your return, becauſe they approved 


of your going abroad to gain experience; 
but when they found; by your converſation, 
that you had even leſs underſtanding than 
© beauty, they turned away from you as from 


© one neither worth admiring nor attending | 1 


to. But, what is more, if you had retained 
your handſom face, thoſe very ladies would 
have thought that fine complexion, which 
« pleaſed them in a. boy, quite unbecoming in 


HK 
+. a man. 


© FoLLow my advice. Apply- yourſelf di- 


< ligently to uſeful learning, and you will find 
© ſufficient. recompenee for the loſs of. your 
© beauty. Senſe, virtue, and knowledge are 
„alone durable. Beauty is the gift of wild 
© nature, who: takes it. back with the ſame. 


e eaſe with which it was beſtowed.” 


TR 
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Tre young gentleman thanked me, and 
promiſed to follow my advice. I aſſured him, 
if he kept his reſolution, and improved, I 
would take ſome future opportunity to preſet 
him to Your RoYAL Hichnzss. Experi- 
ence tells me that my dear PRINCE pays no re- 
gard to mere beauty: otherwiſe I ſhould be the 
moſt unfortune of your ſervants, 


Lam. 
March 3, 1751. 


LETTER VIII. 
IP RDAY in the evening I had 
the pleaſure to receive two - ſtrangers. 
One of them was a native of Iceland and tire 
other of Jemptia. 

* ALITTLE while ago,” ſays-the-Iceland» 
er, © a huge white bear would needs be crown- 
*-ed king of the beaſts in our iſland. He was 

1 


— 
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'© reſolved to govern and be feared at all 
« events, and by threatning, rage, and violence, 
© at laſt gained his point; but his reign was of 
© ſhort duration: for the tyrant deſtroyed ſo 
© great a number of his ſubjects, that the reſt 
$ choſe rather to fly their haunts, than live 
« expoſed to his cruelty. Thus, ſeeing him- 
< ſelf at once bereft of ſubjects, food, and aſ- 


© ſiſtance, the ſolitary king languiſhed, and I | 

died. 2 L 

© THAT was right, ſaid the Jemptian. 3 : 

| Things took a different turn in my coun- 1 : 
5 © try, A nimble, ſprightly, ſhrew'd and : 
| © affable ermine holds the ſceptre in our : 
© Woods. The choice and affection of the a 

c other brutes raiſed it to the throne. Its own 5 

c ſtrength would have been very inſufficient a 

<< againſt the power of the reſt; but univerſal ; 

< love and eſteem are its better ſecurity. Its ; 


* autkority is without bounds z for all its ſul- 
> 6 jects 
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c jects make it their pleaſing duty to obey its 
commands. Every one wiſhes its happi- 
© neſs, and the danger of their king is the 
© common danger of the foreſt. It is often 
© awake, whilſt its weary ſubjects ſleep; and 
« ſits reflecting, whilſt the careleſs ones are at 
* play. It has already reſolved, when the ir- 
© reſolute are yet adviſing. It approaches 
danger, reconnoitres, and prevents it; whilſt 
© the ſluggiſh, unwieldy and timorous lie hid 
© in their holes. Its white apparel foretels 
© the approach of winter, and reminds its 
1 people to be careful and provident. In a 
« word, it governs abſolutely, laudibly, and 
« happily : for in love and confidence 25 | 
© founded that true power which alone can be 
© abſolute ; wiſdom and courage will naturally 
* acquire praiſe ; and virtue, prudence and a be- 
* nevolent heart, muſt certainly produce pro- 
© ſperity and corttentment : now what can make 
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+ a ſovereign happy, but the proſperity of his 
© people, and the peace of his: own. con- 
< ſcience ? 

Goy defend Your RoyaL Hioaness from 
that abſolute ſway which is built on power, 
ſupported by violence, and followed by ſighs 
and tears ! But heaven grant you that domi- 
nion, over a free people, which alone can be 
ſafely founded in the affection and confidence 
of your ſubjects 


I am, 1 
May 4, 2751. | = 
L ET FE R. IX. pa; 
AST night, not being able to ſleep, I fab 
was admiring the moon's uncommon 
ſplendor, when, on a ſudden, methought I ſaw 
a little ill ſnaped gentleman enter my chamber. 
Who doth your Ro YAL HIOHNESss imagine 
it was, but the famous /Eſop? deſormed in- pit 


deed 
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deed in perſon, but deſervedly eſteemed for his | 
great ſenſe and morality. He bowed, aſked 
my pardon, and begged leave to ſolicit a 
ſmall favour of me. 

I was rejoiced at his arrival, arofe from my 
bed, gave him the beſt reception in my power, 
and deſired to know his pleaſure. 


e Ac, ſaid he, and ſtudy, have fo weak- 
e © ened my ſight, that I muſt deſire you ta 
« write me down a fable, which came into my 
d dead but lately. 
I THrovcn I myſelf have no reaſon to boaſt 
3 | of good eyes, I willingly took pen, ink, and 
WM paper, fat down, and wrote the following 
fable, 
n 
W FABLE. 
r. The Two MoxxEvs. 
ne Two monkeys came to the throne of Ju- 


pirer, and earneſtly beſought him to transform 
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them into men: for, ſaid they, it cans 
not be thought extraordinary, that monkeys 
£ ſhould deſire to become men, while ſo many 


© men daily metamorphoſe themſelves into 7 
monkeys. Jupiter, weary at laſt, with 


their importunate clamour, and ridiculous 


contortions, complied with their requeſt, and J 
Indulged them in the choice of their ſtation, M 


The firſt deſired immediately to be made an 
emperor... The other, more wiſely, ſaid, 
No, firſt let me be but a private man, and 
s afterwards what I ſhall merit.“ Jupiter 
touched them with the point of his thunder, 
and the new emperor appeared with his crown, 
robes, and ſcepter. What a pitiful emperor! 


He could neither read nor write. His wicked | 


miniſters made _ him believe whatever they 


pleaſed. He knew nat how to command, for W 
he had never been taught to obey. He was 


company for nobody, far he had received no 


education 


: 
TH 
1 

| 


tion. 
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education. He was ignorant whether the earth 
vas a thouſand yards, or a hundred thouſand 
| mikes, in circumference. He knew not the 
meaning of the words trade, navigation, agri- 


culture, peace, war, alliance, and the like; 


and was, therefore, unable to govern. In ſhort, 


except his imperial robes,” he was now no lefs 
a monkey than before, 


THE other, being a private man, by obe- 
dience to his ſuperiors, and converſation with 
mankind, . became acquainted with the ſeveral 
duties of ſociety. He learnt the nature of 
command, ſubmiſſion, and order: nor did he 
remain ignorant of the natural advantages of 
his country, and was able to judge what * 
moſt contribute to render i it flouriſhing. 
JopiTE Ry who obſerved their conduct, re- 
warded both according ta their merit. He com- 


manded the emperor to return to his former ſtate, 


W 2nd made the other emperor in his ſtead. 


WE 


e. 
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We muſt become men, before we are fit to 


be kings; and, in the ſchool of obedience, we MW * 
muſt learn to command. A 
HERE Esop ended. As I know him tg I 


be a favourite with Your Royal Hicy. 8 


is the eternal veneration with which, = 
| © vi 
I am, &c, 2 
0 
& 
May 5, 1751. 
© ht 
LETTER X. 0 
6 I Receive a letter, to day, by the pol, I 4 
which may perhaps be ſome amuſement to þ p | is 
Your RoY AL HiGcHNEss. The contents wer i 
- M1 
_ theſe. | : 
; e { 
J 0 ſ· 
« 81, 
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sis, 
IN CE fortune, and the king's confi- 


« dence in your honour and abilities, 


I have choſen you to conduct our prince Gus- 
| 1 « TAVE till age and maturity ſhall give him 
| v « the government of himſelf; I know no one 
| 3 « of whom I can, with greater ſafety, aſk 8 
1 vice, concerning the different diſpoſitions of 
ay children. 
WM <1 have two boys: the elder of which is 
very ſprightly, and quick of apprehenſion; 
© but, young as he is, he imagines he can make 
old people believe what he pleaſes. He fre- 
| f * quently ſeems to do that with pleaſure which 
= is really againſt his inclination ; and has the 
* art to behave himſelf quite otherwiſe in my 
© preſence, than when he is alone with the 
Wy © {crvants. He can be agreeably affable and 
3 * ſweet tempered, when he happens to have a 
= * 
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< point to carry: in-ſhort, he ſeems daily en. 
* deavouring at the arts of diſlimulation and 
© time-ſerving. 

My younger boy, on the contrary, has 
© leſs vivacity, and flower parts; is plain and 


© honeſt ; ſpeaks his thoughts as they come | 


© into his head; and makes uſe of no indired 
© means'to obtain a favour, He does his duty 
© becauſe he knows it muſt be done, if one 


„would make their way in the world, and ſ 


© without any view of immediate reward. 


Now pray, Sir, oblige me with your opinion 
© of my two Children.” 
I anſwered his letter in the following man- 
We 
« UT of regard to the confidence with 
© which you are pleaſed to honour 
© me, I will give you my opinion with free 


dom and ſincerity. 


1 


A 
N 
4 
2 
3 
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I rejoice with you in your hopeful offspring. 


3. Your eldeſt ſon ſeems to require a watchful 


« eye. His vivacity promiſes much good, but 


I ] am not quite pleaſed with his want of fip- 
cerity. It is to be feared that as he grows 


older, he will be too much addicted to what, 


< in great men, is called being politic, but, in 


© people of lower rank, is ſtyled falſhoed. You 


1 muſt, therefore, be careful to warn him 


* againſt an evil habit, that will, at firſt, create 


W © miſtruſt, and, in the end, contempt. 


* Aprince is by no means obliged to lay his 
© heart open to every body: that would make 
him too many enemies, and divulge too many 
© ſecrets; but that which he gives as his opi- 
nion, ſhould really be fo: and, when he finds 
* himſelf obliged to ſay a diſagreeable truth, 
* his humanity ſhould prompt him to uſe ſuch 
* words as may not confound the. object of his 
6 diſpleaſure, 


61 
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him againſt rudeneſs; leſt he inadvertenth 7 
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I am pleaſed with the ſincerity of your : 
© younger ſon ; but it will be neceſſary to guard 4 


« diſguſt his friends. Perſons of high rank | 
q ſhould, by an affable behaviour, rather en 1 


« deavour to ſupport, than diſeourage, thoſe i I be « 
that are ſubjeQ to their command. . per 
< MANKIND have generally * good, and | J but 
© much evil in their nature : education muſt cul- 1 
< tivate the good ſeeds, and choke the bad : 
© ones. j 
Your Royar HicHNess will be pleaſed o 
tell me, whether you think I anfwered right? : Dre 
SINCERITY, tempered with Kkindnefs, | 800 
is a virtue; but diſſimulation, as ſoon as diſ- | * 
covered, will not fail to rob us of all men: ire 
eſteem and confidence, 100 
I am, &c, a fo 
May 6, 1751, 5 
| inſa 
LE I- \ 
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LETTER XL. 

OUR ROVYVAL HToHNESsS hath fo oft- 
en, with pleaſure, liſtened to my fable of 
the ermine and dragon, that I believe I ſhall 
be doing a good work in committing it to pa- 
per; for an age, too far advanced, has left me 
but ſmall dependance ofi my memory. 


FABLE. 

The ERMINE and the DRaGon 
Amon the reeds, near the large baſon, at 
Drottningholm, was the den of a terrible dra» 
W con, whoſe pointed wings beſpake him ſwift, 
and lion's claws were marks of his enormous. 
firength. He had the head of a cock, to de- 
note his watchfulneſs ; and the twiſting tail of 
« ſerpent, to ſignify his ſubtilty. 

Tuis monſtrous creature, partly from his 
inſatiable hunger, and partly out of enmity to 
vol, I, i all 
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all other, both tame and wild, animals, de. 


ſtroyed every thing that came in his way, 8 
One ſingle ermine, which concealed itſelf in it 
the rock at the upper part of the garden, hal f. 

alone been able to eſcape his wiles: for it ne- 
ver ventured fo far from its hole as not to have 3 lit 
it in its power to retire without danger, before I ve 
the dragon could come up with it. It was 3 CC 
ſupplied with water from a neighbouring foun- a W tic 
tain, and did not want vegetables proper fot 4 mi 
its ſubſiſtence. : F 
Tae dragon grew greatly enraged, that ſo F | bo 
ſmall, and, in his eye, ſo contemptible a crea- 4 tre 
ture, ſhould be able to elude his murderous 1 of 

jaws; and he ſwore its deſtruction. The poor I 
ermine was, at length, far from being quite 5 TE 
eaſy as to its future proviſions ; for moſt of the ; | ber 
herbs that grew near its habitation were now, ; diſl 
conſumed, and it dared not venture farther ; _ 
out, for fear of being ſurprized. It did not ſi ö led, 

down Wn 
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b down to bemoan its ill fate in ſilence; but de- 
y. gan to reflect on proper means, not only for 
in its own ſafety, but alſo how to free the garden 
ad from the outrage of this monſter. | 

1 You mult know that, ſome time before, this 
ve OY little furpriſing animal had fortunately found ſe- 
ore Þ veral ſcraps 'of a letter, dropt by one of the 
Was 


court ladies, which, by uncommon applica- 
tion, it had learnt to read. Having, by this 
means acquired a tolerable notion of letters, 
it grew impatient to become acquainted with 
books, eſpecially ſuch as treat of herbs, ſhrubs, 
trees, flowers and ſeeds ; theſe being the gifts 


. ju * * — * > F " 
. of Sr 4 
VT 


rous of nature which moſt deſerved its attention. 
poor As good-luck would have it, Profeſſor PE- 


TERSEN happened frequently to leave, on a 
| bench in the orange garden, a book of Swe- 
diſh vegetables, wrote by out learned Lin- 
us, a man deſervedly eſteemed for his know- 
ledge and experience in the works of nature. 
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Our little ſcholar ſeized the prize with great 
avidity, and ſpent whole nights in ſtudy, under 
the floor of the orangery, but conſtantly re- 
turned the book to its place in the morning. 


— 
CIT r. e * - 
2 E Te 2 ih 4 — - % £0 p ö N 
NR 7 n r 8 * E 2 þ 
* F ˙ A ̃²˙ rd vßʃ—ͤ 3 os. RS r 
vu ee = OO oo eo of nn gg tn EEE ES 5 * 


— r B 7 
a Eo n 


THe fewer opportunities we have of learn- 
ing, the more eager we grow, and the deeper 
are its impreſſions on our memories. In a few 
months our diligent ſtudent had learnt the whole 
book by-heart, and it was not long before it 
reaped the fruit of its labour. It remembered 
a certain herb called Garden-Rue, to which 
all dragons have a mortal antipathy. Who was 


more rejoiced than our Ermine ? Well,“ ſays 


We IG EY 
EL.” A * * 
*. 


he now I ſhall have it in my power not only 


© to deliver myſelf, but my country from the | 
claus of this monſter : and, ſhould I fall in the 
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< attempt, it will be honour enough to have 
© offered up my life in ſo glorious a cauſe,” It 
waited for the approach of night with great 
impatience, and ho ſooner heard the enemy 
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groaning in his lumber (for vice is a ſtranger 
to peaceful reſt) than it ſilently poſted away to 
the houſe of honeſt LIND the gardener, and 
ſcratched at the door. The maid came; but, 
as common people are apt to over-look all be- 
tow them, ſhe did not perceive the ſtranger 
at her feet, ſhut the door, and told her maſter 
he had been miſtaken. At length Lind him- 
ſelf aroſe and bad the ermine welcome ; for 
the honeſt man is compaſſionate even to brutes z 
which is a certain mark of a good heart. He 
was no lefs pleaſed than aſtoniſhed to find, af- 
ter ſo general a deſtruction, the ermine yet 
alive. He invited it into the houſe, and would 
have given it refreſhment. © No, thank you,” 
ſaid the ermine, you have dogs and cats 
within doors. My only requeſt is, that 
* you would pleaſe to give me a garland of rue.” 
With all my heart,“ replied the gardener ; for 
thaſe who give willingly do not ſpend time in 
D 3 un- 


78 L. ET. T ERS To 4 
unneceſſary queſtions. He immediately plucked 
the garland, and bound it round the ermine's 
body, who now returned thankfully and chear- 
fully home. 

As ſoon as the day began to dawn, our little 
hero haſtened to the baſon in the garden. The 
dragon awoke, and ſeemed already, with his 
fiery eyes and gnaſhing teeth, to devour his 
prey at a diſtance, when, on his nearer ap- 
proach, his noſtrils were, on a ſudden, filled 
with the baneful ſmell of rue, which obliged 
him to haſte toward the bridge at Lindo, and 
betake himſelf to a precipitate flight. The er- 
mine purſued, with. great ſpeed, the common. 
enemy; who flew. towards the water, ſwam 
acroſs, and landed near Ekeby-hof. Our little 
conqueror pauſed a while at the ſhore ; but at 
laſt reſumed its courage, and ſaid, It is not 
« enough to have delivered Lofoen, and leave 
« Ekerby-hof a prey to the enemy ; is it not the 

| « dwel- 
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s dwelling-place of the knight- marſhal baron 
© HoRN, who has ſerved His Roy AL Hicn- 
« ness ſo long and fo faithfully d 

A mind. truly noble. doth mot reſt ſatisfied » 
with having freed himſelf and his friends: 
when the power- is in his hands, the caufe of 
every honeſt man becomes his 6wn. The 
wind blowing favourably, it embarked on a 
fmall piece of wood, hoiſted its tail aloft, and 
committed its little heroic body to the mercy of 
the waves. a : 

|  Goop fortune is the glad companion of cou- 
rage and prudence ; our adventurer arrived ſafe 
at the place where the dragon now repoſed his 
enormous limbs. Could it be otherwiſe ? 
wickedneſs muſt needs give way to virtue and 
reſolution. The ermine purſued his victory, 
faying within itſelf, < all the ſons of Sweden 
* are the ſubjeQs of our moſt gracious king: that - 
© which threatens their ſafety, I muſt and will 
„ ex- 
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« extirpate.” In a word, the dragon fled, and the 
ermine followed even to the dreary heights of 
Lapland ; where the monſter, unaccuſtomed 
to cold and hardſhip, ſtabbed himſelf to the 
heart with his own poiſonous ſting, and ended 
his life in hideous bellowings. 

Ir happened that a company of Laplanders, 
on their long ſcates, were juſt purſuing a rain- 
dear; but how were they ſurpriſed when they 
beheld this ſtrange animal weltering in his 
blood! They ſaw, at the ſame time, ſomething 
like an ermine with a garland round its body, 
wondered at the appearance, but were too much 
engaged with the dragon to trouble their heads 
about it. Some baſted back to fetch fledges, 
ſome twiſted ropes of baſt, whilſt others were 
conſulting about their journey ; for they were 
reſolved to preſent this wonderful creature to 
the king, The ſledges no ſooner arrived, but 
they 
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they hoiſted up the monſter, and ſet forward on 
their journey toward Stockholm, 

Tur were ſcarce in the city before they 
were ſurrounded by crowds of idle people, who 
conducted them up to the palace. 

H1s majeſty received them graciouſly ; for 
ſo a wiſe king will receive the meaneſt of his 


immediately ordered them; and, what was 
more neceſſary, they were inſtructed in the 
chriſtian faith, and ſocial duties; which, in 
defart countries, are but little underſtood. 

In the mean time, enquiry was made, where 
this dragon had been firſt ſeen. I happened to 
remember how Lofeen had ſuffered, By His 
Reyar HieHness's order, I ſent for the ſer- 
vants, and was not only informed of the dra- 
gon's ſudden diſappearance, but was alſo told 
the ſtory of the garden-rue. Now as the Lap- 
landers remembered to have ſeen an ermine 

Ds: \ wich 


ſubjects. Cloathing, victuals, and money, were 
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with a green wreath round its body, the myf- 
tery was eaſily diſcovered. The lifeleſs monſter WW 
was branded with infamy, and the name of the | ] 
conqueror remembered with honour. I 


Tue king, who left no great action unre- | 
warded, ordered the ſtatue of an ermine, with 4 
a Chaplet round its waiſt, to be made, of white b 
marble, by Bouchardon; that its pedeſtal ſhould tr 
be adorned with gold ; and that Mr. ſecretary el 
Berch ſhould, with his uſual ability, compoſe a q1 
few ſignificant lines on the occaſion, to be in- 
feribed on four tablets of braſs, which our ex- © 
cellent Meyer ſhould caſt, that the name of the | his 
ermine might live to poſterity. 4 | T4 
THE whole was ſoon compleat: for in 25. 
working of monuments to real merit, all hands thr 
are chearfullydiligent. His Roy aL HiGnvess reſt 
was pleaſed to honour the ſtatue with a place in rea; 
the garden, on the very ſpot of ground where is, 
the dragon had formerly its terrible habitation, IM pcc 


Tux 
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' Tax firſt time I beheld this excellent work, 


FE could not help rejoicing within myſelf, in 
booking forward, at the ſerene proſpect of our fu- 
ture days. Methought I ſaw already the marble 
ſtatue of my dear Prince GusTave, clad in 
= armour, a wreath of laurel binding his manly 
3 | brow; adorned: with: ſcepter; ſword, cenſer; . 
a trophies, and balance; juſt emblems of his 
I elemency, manhood, piety, courage, and e- 
quity, 

THE inſcription tells the venerating world; 
that GusTAvE firſt freed himſelf, and then . 
his country from the bonds of vice; that Gus- 


TAVE delivered the nationfrom tyranny, when, 


28 an undaunted leader of his people, he over- 
threw their enemies; that Gus Av did not 
reſt careleſsly in his tent, but knew. how to 
reap the fruit of victory; that Gus rav was; 
is, and will remain the greateſt bleſſing of his 
| people. 

i Hizz 
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HRE I cried out with old Simeon, with 
whom Your ROYAL HiGHNEss is not unac- 
quainted, © Now may thy ſervant depart in 
© peace.” It is enough: I have ſeen all my care, 
my zeal, my ardent wiſhes, rewarded and ac- | 
compliſhed : It is now time for me to indulge 3 


my joy and contentment ; to let my weary Fl 
kmbs repoſe in earth's cold lap, till, after be 
revolution of many terreſtrial years, I ſhall again 
meet my dear PRINCE in a better life; where 


I ſhall fee, with perfect extacy, that he hath ſo Jl 
trod the path of honour, that the care of earth's 1 a 


tranſient things hath had no power to ſeduce 
IAM now, thank God, able to continue my I 
adyice by word of mouth. My letter is in. 
pereeptibly become longer than I intended, but | 
I flatter myſelf, you will neither be diſpleaſed, f 
nor tired, with the pen of, | 

Deareſt.S1R, 
Your, &c. 


Much 7, 1751, 


YOUNG PRINCE. 


LETTER XIII. 


KNEW a man of conſiderable fortune 
who loft his houſe by fire, his lands by 
the partial decrees of inequitable judges, and 
his money by the ſubtilty of thieves. Would 
not Your ROYAL Hicnness imagine this 
poor man to be entirely ruined? No, un- 
wearied diligence, faithful ſervice, honeſt deal- 
ings, and a bleſſing from heaven, reſtored to 
him thrice the value of his loſs. But, ſoon af- 
ter, he had the misfortune to loſe a dear friend, 
whom he had loved from his infancy. This 
he thought, by far, the keeneſt ſtroke of for- 
tune, becauſe it was irreparable : ſo precious, 
ſo rare, ſo ineſtimable, is a fincere friend! 

| SUCH is the preſent unhappy ſituation of 
Your RoY AL HiGHNess, in the. loſs 


N | . of 
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of the * Grand Governeſs. She is gone to her 
joyful home, where ſorrow and: malice have an 
end. What pleaſing duties now employ her 
blefſed foul ! ſhe is gone to praiſe her Creator in 
bis own glorious. kingdom; and with a thou- 
ſand benedictions has committed Your Roy ar 
HiGHNEss to the care of her remaining friends. 
You are wrapt in all their hearts: yet my dear 
PrinNCE has ſuffered a. mare than common 
loſs. She received you in the very hour of your 
birth. Her wearied eyes watched, through 
many a ſleepleſs night, over your early, ten- 
der, life. Her heart rejoiced in your growth. 
She ſtamped on your waxen mind the firſt im- 
preſſion of virtue, which Sweden hopes to ſee 
the ſeal of all your actions. She loved you 
from the bottom of her ſoul, and, what was 


more 


tand Governeſs is the title of the fir lady in office 
at moſt courts in Europe, and of an equal rank with our Miſ- 
| trefs of the Robes, 
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more valuable, dared to puniſh your faults ; 
which, if they had been ſuffered to live, would, 
have taken root in your heart, and have proved 
no leſs ruinous to yourſelf than to this kingdom, 
She has now taken her laſt leave of Your 
Royal HicHNEss. You will never ſee her 


more in this life: but your virtues aſſure me 
that her memory will never be worn out of 
your grateful mind. I will not, therefore, irri- 
tate the wound which I am ſure will long 
bleed in your heart. Remember, my dear 
PRINCE, that the eyes of the whole nation are 
ſtedfaſtly fixt on Your ROYAL Hicnness, 
to ſee in what degree you are moved at this 
your firſt loſs : for, from your ſenſibility we 
expect our future happineſs. Never forget, my 
dear Sir, that a king who can count a mode- 
rate number of friends, is more powerful than 


he who governs millions of indifferent ſub- 
jects. 


My 
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Mx eternal veneration for the memory of 
the deceaſed guided my pen whilft I wrote the 
incloſed runic lines, which Your Royal 
Hronvnses will pleaſe to honour with a place 
among your other papers. They are wrote 
by her friend, and are, therefore, fincere; 
their contents are truth, and therefore ought to 
be preſerved. 


 ManUMENTAL INSCRIPTION, 
SAFE from this ſtormy world, 
In happieſt ſilence, 
Here reſt 
The poor remains 
Of 
HEDWIG ELEONORA WRANGEL 
Grand Governeſs of this our Court of Sweden, 
And 


An honour to her ſex. 


From early youth, to a late old age, 
She trod the even path of virtue and of honour. 
She 
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She was 
An example to thoſe in kings palaces, 
Who by-birth, ſentiment, and education, 
Are deemed worthy 
To ſerve the queens of nations. 
The true piety of her ſpotleſs heart 
Triumphed in the dwellings of vanity : 
7 < 
In the conſtant ſervice of a good queen, 
Her virtue felt no more reſtraint 
Than had ſhe lived 
In moſt ſequeſtered. filence. 
Two ineftimable pledgey 
Of God's returning grace, 
Prince GUSTAV E, and Prince CHARLES, 
In their tender years, 
Were committed to her charge : 
The precious ſeed, 
Which birth and example had ſown in their hearts, 
Took root and increaſed: 
Bleſſed be her care 


EL 


Dur. 


che She 
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She found, 
In God, her comfort ; 
In her ſuperiors, guardians of her innocence ; 
In her children, her reſemblance and her joy ; 
| In all men, friends; 
In her grey hairs, a crown of honour ; 
In hex conſcience, peace; 
And, in contentment, every thing. 
Her lifa 
Taught us how to live: 
| Her death _ 
Taught us how to die. 
Our Annals are crowded 
With the heroic deeds of her anceſtors ; 
| But we, whoſe hearts yet bleed, 
1 Remember only our loſs in her. 
| She received: 
Death's filent-fummons on the 8th of March, 
In the year of our redemption 1751. 
As, in a liſe of 63 years duration, 
Sbe had well learnt 


— 
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To fear God, and know the world, 
She put off the garb of mortality with joy, 


And, through the power of redemption, went 
To the dwellings of bliſs, 
Where, if poſlible, 
Eternity itſelf would ſeem too ſhort. 
Soon after ſhe had reſigned her ſoul, 
This monument was erected, 
To truth a tribute 
And 
An inftruQion to poſterity. 
Shudder, O traveller ! 
When thou thinkeſt on the fathomleſs depth 
Or ETERNITY. 
In thy fear ſeek thy ſafety ; 
Let that lead thee 
Ts a timely caution, preparation needful, 
And certain comfort, 
Go 
And be aſſured 
That theſe bones ſhall riſe again: 
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Therefore, venerate the aſhes 
Which, on the day of judgment; 
Shall be gathered in the preſence 
. Of Almighty God. 


LETTER XIII. 
T once happened that a certain powerful 
prince declared war againſt his weaker 


neighbour, who was obliged to take arms in 
his own defence, and to march in perſon. His 


bed was the naked earth, but his troops were 
provided with every convenience of life. His 
body became enured to cold and hardſhip, whilſt 
his ſoldiers indulged themſelves round large 
fires. He drank water, eat coarſe bread, and 
other homely tood ; but gave to his people 
the beſt that could be gat. The men at laſt, 
obſerving the conduct of their leader, grew 
aſhamed of their own, and reſolving not to 
fare better than their king, began to fallow his 
ex · 
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example. The camp ſoon abounded in every 
WU thing ; for temperance is the mother of plenty; 
and they conquered, under a chief who was 
always foremoſt on the brink of danger, | 

1 Tux mightier king took, alſo, the command 
W © his army upon himſelf. Ordered his downy 
| bed to the field, and could never lie ſoft enough, 
whilſt his poor troops were obliged to ſubmit to 
great inconveniences. If his finger did but ake, 
be was ready to ſwoon, and ordered geveral 


"eu days of reſt. If his victuals were not prepared 
His according to the greateſt art, he would throw 
hilfe up his noſe and believe himſelf poiſoned : for 
arge he could eat nothing but meats high ſeaſoned, 
and 


ragouts, and preſerves. His leaſt care was 
whether the ſoldiers were provided, and would 
ſay, * They are uſed to no better fare; let 


conſequence ? Every one began to ſtudy his own 
eaſe, and thought himſelf as much a human 


ex · 


crea- 


* them do as well as they can. What was the 


3 
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creature as the king. They grew weary of 
their meagre food, became nice in their taſte, 
and ſtudied nothing more than how to indulge 
their appetite. Luxury increaſed, proviſions 
grew ſcarce, hunger ſucceeded, and thoſe who 
eſcaped the enemy's ſword periſhed in want 
and miſery. 

WHAT does your RoyAL HIiGHNEss think 


was the cauſe of the different fortune of theſe 
two armies? The example of their leaders. 

Tux firft king had trophies of carmon, ket- 
tle-drums and colours, erected to his memory; 
and the latter was ſhamefully painted with a 
pillow under his elbow, between two flaſks of 
wine, ſweet-meats in his mouth, and, inſtead 
of a body-guard of ſoldiers, his attendance 
were confectioners and greaſy cooks. From 
the ſtory of theſe two kings came the proverd, 
« Like maſter like man.” 
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] FORESEE that Your Ror Al Hictness. | 
will tread in the foot-ſteps of the firſt ; and am 

thence certain that, with God's aſſiſtance, our 

Swediſh troops, under the command of ſo cou- 

rageous, ſo moderate, and fo reſolute a prince, 


WT vill, one day, be the deſtrudtion of their invi- 


dious enemies. 


I am, &c. 
March 9, 1751. | 


LETTER XIV. 
oh bodies and minds are fo cloſely 
united, that our features and outward 


3 ations are commonly the index of the ſoul. 


WHEN we are in ſorrow, we weep or look 
dejected; we ſmile when we ate pleaſed ; we 
caſt our eyes downward, out of baſhfulneſs, or 


W ſhame for what we have done; we ſtart when 


ſurpriſed z we yawn when we are ſleepy. But 
it 
3 
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it were endleſs to enumerate the various me. 
chanical motions which the ſoul impoſes upon 
the body, | 
Maxx of our geſtures are, in a great mes · 
ſure, involuntary and not unbecoming; but 
there are ſome which are unpleaſing and con- 
temptible. For example, when we throw up 
the noſe in deriſion, or look diſdainfully over 
the ſhoulder z when a cringing flatterer diſtorts 
His features with ſmiles of amity, whilſt his 
very eyes betray his falſhood. Theſe reflecti- 
ons remind me of what happened when I was 

lately in company at a friend's houſe. | 
As we were talking with each other, a little 
boy came running into the room, ſtumbled over 
the threſhold, fell and beat his noſe againſt the 
ground. Some'ef the company laughed at him; 
others aſked him, tauntingly, what uſe he 
made of his feet ? another ſet were angry with 
him, and faid he would have been rightly ſerved 
if 
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if he had been worſe hurt. An old experienced 
man, who ſat in a corner of the room, ſighed 
and ſaid nothing. Being aſked the reaſon of his 
filence, * Ah ſays he, © I am really ſorry to 


think that child will never make his fortune | 
© in the world: he is too thoughtleſs. If he 
© cannot ſee with his eyes, how will he ever 
© be able to ſee with his underſtanding, which 
* can only be ſharpened by reflection.” 


ls Tut few words of this wiſe man made ſo 
cdl. ſtrong an impreſſion on the boy, that he retired 
* 5 do his chamber, quite aſhamed, and caſt down; 
and I have fince heard, with great pleaſure, 
little that he has not only learnt to look before him, 
| over but is grown, in every reſpect, extremely 
it the | 
good. 
t him; Tais convinces me, that well-timed ad- 
uſe he monition, to a child of parts and good- nature, 
* with is a better ſhield of defence than a pudding-cap 
ſerved 


or leading ſtrings, How. will he ever be able 
Vol. I. E to 
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to govern others, who is unable to govern 
himſelf? I remember to have ſeen children 
corrected for falling ; but ſuch treatment is 
@ little too ſevere, except in caſes of the ut- 
moſt neceſſity. | 

I xnow, my dear Sir, that when you hay- 
pen to ſtumble, it is chiefly owing to the na- - 
tural ſprightlineſs of youth. But YourRoy at 
HiGHNEss muſt be very careful ; for people 
are ſo ready with their judgment, that they may 
perhaps conclude, it proceeds from careleſsnef 
or want of thonght, which are not, but with 
difficulty, diſtinguiſhed from juvenile alacrity. 


I am, &e. 


March 10, 175t: 
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LETTER XV. 
ESTERDAY in the evening, as 1 
chanced to be looking toward the ſea, 1 


dbſerved two grave matrons under my window. 
They began to talk of the Grand Governeſs, 
and how generally ſhe would be miſſed. After 
her, Your RoyAL HicHness was the ſub- 
ject of their converſation, 

Aras“ ſays one of them, © and muſt 
© our dear Prince GUSTAYVE loſe ſuch a friend, 
* in his early youth? and was he really con- 
© cerned at her death? O yes,” replied the 
other, * he ſhed his firſt manly tears on this 
* occaſion. His former grief was childiſh, ei- 
© ther when he was not Tuffered to have his hu- 
© mour, or when he was reproved for having done 
* amiſs, But now, God be praiſed ! his ten- 
* der heart begins to feel. Heaven bleſs him, 
t and give him the ſame happineſs he wiſhes 

E 2 © to 
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© to us all! may he live long and happily in 
© the world! he is a friend to all mankind, and 
« therefore has a juſt claim * our love and 
« eſteem, His birth-day ſhall be a joyful day 
0 to both my boys: one ſhall have a new pair 
© of dancing ſhoes, and the other a plumb. 
cake. I foreſee we ſhall have happy times, 
and want for nothing.. Yes, yes,” ſaid the 
other, he will take care of us, that he wil. 
Every tear of this good Prince is a tear of 
© gold. What can he beſtow on us of greater 
< value than his heart, his tenderneſs, his com- 
« paſſion? but,” continued the good old wo- 
man, how dv you know that he.wept ? has 
< the PRINCE himſelf boaſted of it?” O ye, 
anſwered her friend, © what a mean thought 
was that! No, by no means. —Suſanna, to 
© whoſe child I am god- mother, found ths 
© marks of tears in his handkerchief : what 
© great folks do is always knowni-—No 
| c fare 
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f « fare you well, 'T will viſit all my neigh- 
1d « bours, and tell them what a good Prince we 
d © have, The whole town and country ſhall 
ay © know, that friendſhip, gratitude, and tender- 
ail « neſs, are to be found in the heart of Prince 
d- 6 GUSTAVE. 
5 Tag parted, I ſhut my window, took 
the my pen, and wrote down what J had heard. 
"ul, For it is not to be regarded as old womens 
r of talk; but as a freſh proof, that virtue and 
atet goodneſs bring honour to their poſſeſſor. 
om» Dax PRINCE ! place all your fatisfaction, 
wo- your bliſs, in our nation's univerſal love. Your 
ts life will then be happy, and your name immor- | 
fe, tal; as is the veneration and duty, with which 
ught | 
a, tv I am, &c. 
d the March 11, 1761. 
what | 


> ox LET. 
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LETTER XVI. 
HERE were two rich men, both inha. 
bitants of the ſame town. One of them 
lived ſplendidly, kept many ſervants, ſaw much 
company, and received all ſtrangers. He rode 
out every morning with two bags of money 


hung at his ſaddle, and a trumpeter before 


him, who gave notice to the poor to come and 
receive charity at his maſter's hand, Thus his 
poſſeſſions were ſoon ſquandered away, and, 
with great fame, he reduced himſelf to beg- 


GP» 
Tx other lived moderately, peaceably, and 


contentedly; and his riches daily increaſed, 
As ſoon as he heard of the extravagant man's 
misfortune, he ſent to make him an offer of his 
houſe, his table, his aſſiſtance, and his friend- 
ſhip ; which were accepted with great thank- 
fulneſs. In «the frequent converſations which 

theſe 
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theſe men held with each other, the new gueſt 
would often complain of his condition, and, 
which was worſe, ſeemed deſparingly to repine 
at the diſpenſations of Providence, who had 

promiſed to reward thoſe that were charitable 
to the poor, a hundred fold. He mentioned 
himſelf as an example of the contrary, and 


defired to know of his friend, how he ma- 


naged to live plentifully, and yet ſee no end of 
his wealth. | 

As a proof of my confidence and ſinceri- 
© ty, anſwered the grave old man, I will 
© reveal to you what I have hitherto kept an 
* inviolable ſecret. I live plentifully, but not 
© above my rank in the world. I do not en- 
© tertainm a number of table-friends, who, as 
* ſoon as they have turned'their backs, forget 
* my generoſity and their own gratitude. I do 
not, as you did, hunt after every idle ſtroler 
* to give him alms; but I make enquiry after 
„ ſuch 
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© ſuch- as were unable to profit of your oſten- 
6. tatious munificence. Such are, the poar 
© worthy houſe-Keepers, who are aſhamed to 
trouble other people with their complaints; 
* poor - widows, who, at home in their cot- 
* tages, are forced to toil hard for a mainte- 
© nance; orphans, that want care, education, 
and advice; ſick and decrepit people, who 
© were unable to keep pace with your horſe, 
© I do not triumph publickly over my neigh- 
« bour's poverty; but fave my fellow-chriſtians, 
© as much as poſhble, the ſad remembratice of 
« their ill fate. I have always endeavoured to 
avoid laying poor men under uneaſy obliga- 
tions, and-for that reaſon have ſent the cha- 
« rity I deſigned them by unknown hands. 
Now you ſee, my friend, that God is faith- 
ful; for he daily reſtores to me, what I be- 
* ftow, an hundred fold. I give the poor for 
< their ſakes; but you gave them for your 


© Own. 
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own. God is not pleaſed, but with the free 


r gift of him Whoſe feft-hahd is ignorant of 
0 What the tight has done. Here, fake the 
3 © half of ty wealth, and divide with me the 
»  * fatisfaftion and blefling which thoſe that 
e ; © ſapport the deſerving indigent never fail to 
n, = « enjoy.“ b 

ho WT is Your RoyaL Hicnness's opi- 
ſe, nion of theſe men? Thoſe to whom fortune 
he L has been partially kind in the diſtribution of 
ns, WE riches, are to be conſidered in the nature of a 
>» of | ſteward, who has the care of his lord's treaſure. 


% Ik he uſes it properly, he is ſoon intruſted with 
| more. , n 
Oon poſſefhons are only given in truſt; and 
we are bound to diſtribute them in the name, 
and according to the will, of Divine Provi- 
dence. The manner of giving frequently re. 
joices a poor man more than the gift itſelf. 


aith- 
be- 


; 


E 5. Re- - 
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REMEMBER, my dear Six, to be liberal ; 
but forget when, and to whom. 

I DAILY give Your RoyaL HIioHNESs the 
beſt advice in my power, without any other 
expectation, but that you will believe it pro- 
ceeds from the unalterable ſincerity and vene- 
ration with which 

| I am, &c. 

March 12, 1 75 t. 


LETTER XVII. 

HE education of a certain young prince 

was intruſted to a governor, who, in 
appearance, did not neglect the valuable trea- 
ſure committed to his care. He uſed all poff- 
ble means to preſerve the health of his pupil; 
took particular notice of his moſt minute ge- 
fures; © corrected every unbecoming mien; 
talked with. him on good and edifying ſub- 
FRED jects; 


j 


er 
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jects; planted, in his young heart, the ſeeds 
of piety, juſtice, generoſity, and compaſſion : 
but ſuffered him to ſpend the remainder of his 
time in play and bodily exerciſe. What thinks 
Your RoyAaL HiGHNEss. of ſuch an educa- 
tion? Did this governor fulfil his duty ? For 
my part, I ſhould be apt. to conclude, that 
he had done but half of what he ought 
to have done, He improved the heart of his 
young Prince, but neglected his underſtand- 
ing. His pupil arrived at the age of maturity 
and. was found. to be rather ſuperſtitious than 
religious; rather weak than juſt; rather pro- 
fuſe than generous. His clemency became ſo 
very common, that his ſubjects grew indiffer- 
ent whether their actions were good or bad. 
But he made, by much, the worſe figure, 
when he appeared in council: for he was en- 
tirely ignorant of what was profitable or diſad- 
Vvantageous. to his kingdom. He knew no- 

thing 
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thing of what had paſſed in the world be- 
fore he was born, He was likewiſe ſo much 
a ſtranger to his own concerns, that, con- 
ſcious of his ignorance, he was forced, with 
ſhame and regret, to leave the Ins of 
his affairs to his miniſters. ; 
War could be the deſign of this gover- 
nor? He, doubtleſs, reaſoned with himſelf 
thus. If our prince learns no more than to 
© be good, obedient, and credulous, he will 
© be unable to govern his own people; and 
J, my relations, and friends, may become 
« indiſpenſably neceſſary. We ſhall obtain 
* the higheſt honours. He may wear the 


« crown ; but we ſhall have all the power. 


He will be a theatre-king, and we ſhall 
<« govern the nation.” | 

Max this example, my dear PRINCE 
rouſe your livelieſt reflection. Let a king 
* Have but a good heart, and be will find 
| 6 heads 
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« heads enough to think for him, is a dan- 
gerous maxim; a ſleeping draught that will 
intoxicate thoſe who drink it. 

Awak E, my ROYAL Stx ! and liſten to my 
well-meant advice; that you may, one day, 
by your own wiſdom, and the univerfal confi- 
dence of your people, rule abſoſutely over the 
hearts of a free nation, and have alone the 
honour of it. Chriſtian and royal virtues in a 


king, are the foundation of his own and of his 


ſubjects happineſs. I have always endeavour- 
| ed, and endeavour daily, to ingraft this prin- 
ciple in your heart. It is the ground-work, 
and is all that can be laid, till the underſtanding 
has acquired a certain degree of maturity. But 
what is the foundation without the ſuperſtrue- 
ture? By the ſuperſtructure, I mean the proper 
application of thoſe virtues that are founded in 
the heart, 


T | 
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THE hour is come, my dear PRINCE ! Hi. 
therto you have been troubled with the labo- 
rious taſk of rooting-up the weeds, which we 
mortals bring with us into the world. You 
have learnt to grow into a rational creature 
but you muſt now be taught to become a ſen- 
ſible man. What pleaſure will you enjoy in 
being inſtructed in the hiſtory of all times and 
nations; to be made acquainted with the ſitu- 
ations of countries, and their reſpective conſti- 
tutions; to learn foreign languages; to know 
the wants, imperfections, natural ſtores, ſtrength 
and weakneſs of your awn country! How 
glorious it is to ſee all things with one's own 
eyes; after full conviction, to be able to take 
the beſt reſolutions; to be, at once, the moſt 
powerful, wiſeſt, and moſt cautious man in the 
kingdom z, never to be weary of doing well; 
to enjoy that pleaſure in one's own. breaſt, 
which others vainly ſeek in company and tri- 
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vial amuſements ; to be univerſally loved and 


honoured ; in our life-time, to ſee monuments 
erected to our merit, and the proſpect of eter- 
nal fame after death | 
My own good fortune, and the king's fa- 
your, have intruſted me with the care of Your 
ROYAL HIOHNESss's education. If you deign 
but to reward me with your diligence, I ſhall 
think myſelf the richeſt and happieſt man living. 
Deareſt SIR! do not rob me of my requital : 
It is united to your own felicity. Your high 
birth, your good diſpoſition, the bright exam- 
ple of your Royal Parents, the frequent ad- 


vn monitions of thoſe, whoſe duty it is to keep a 
ke conſtant watch over your well - being, aſſure 
off me, that, from this hour, learning will become 
the your fayourite amuſement. 


I am, &e. 
March 13, 1751. 
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LETTER NVIL 


rx chief faults of which our two kings, 


CHRISTIAN II. and Extcn XIV. 
were guilty, daring their minority, might 
be attributed to the natural ferveney of their 
young blood; but no ſooner were there reins let 
looſe; than they became the world's abhorrence, 
monſters of tyranny, and a curſe among men. 

FAR be it from me to fear, in the leaſt, 
that your Royal Blood will ever be fo far cor- 
rupted as to make you delight in the deſtruc- 
tion of your ſubjects. It is impoſſible a branch, 
ſprung from ſo good a ſtock, ſhould ever bear ſuch 


vile fruit, Bat the very words of a ſevere king 
are ſtabs that bleed a long time in the heart 


of a worthy man. When our minds are diſ- 
ordered, it is no wonder if our tongues exceed 
the bounds preſcribed by reaſon; My equals 
are reſtrained from attacking my honour, by 


2 the 
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the fear of my ſword : a king ſhould be with · 
keld from doing it by reflexion, and his ten- 
derneſs for the honour of his ſubjects. Out 
twelfth CHARLES was extremely hot againſt the 
enemies of his country ; but his whole hiſtory 
gives us only one example of his uſing bitter 
expreſſions to his ſervants. 
THe Prince of ConDE, who was of the rayal 
blood of France, happened one day to forget 
himſelf in ſpeaking to an inferior officer, wha. 


| wanted neither courage, nor inclination to. 


wipe off the affront at the riſque of his life, 
had not his reſpect for the Kinſman of his king 


| over-balanced his reſentment. He did not, 


however, paſs one day without ſhewing him- 
lf, with an air of ſorrow and diſcontent, to the 
prince; who, perceiving his dejection, not- 
withſtanding he was one of the greateſt heroes 
that France ever produced; made a noble con- 


ſeſlion of his fault, and offered the gentleman 
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an opportunity to regain his honour and dif. 
pel his melancholy with the ſword. This was 
ſufficient ſatisfaction; and the repeated favours 


he afterwards received from the prince, were 
ſo many freſh wreaths added to the laurels 
which he deſervedly acquired in his many bo- 
nourable campaigns. 

WISE kings have eſtabliſhed courts of juſtice 
in their dominions, to puniſh thoſe who forget 
their duty. Do you, Six, always allow them 
their free courſe. Be not, yourſelf, too pre- 
cipitate a judge ; nor, much leſs, lend your 

mild tongue, or powerful arm, to execute a raſh 
reſolution againſt any one, Your repentance 
will be the more ſevere, as the reparation will 
be out of your power : for no monarch on earth 


can heal our honour, if wounded to a certain 


degree. Reſolve to be a friendly and gracious 


ſovereign, and you will be bleſſed in the go- 
vernment of a joyful and happy people. 
Mar 


Ma 
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| May virtue, honour, and mutual friend- 
ſhip, flouriſh under the ſhadow of your ſcep- 


) ter! and that my prayer may comprehend all 
that is deſirable, may every Swede be devoted 
s to Your Royal HICGHNESS with the ſame 


a zeal and veneration, with which 


I am, &c, 
March 14, 175t. 


LETTER XIX. | 
Certain famous artiſt, after having finiſh- 


ed a number of excellent ſtatues, and 
ſeveral fine pieces of painting, locked them 
up in a cheſt, ſo that nobody was the better for 
them; and, when he was carried to his grave, 
they were all, in compliance with his requeſt, 
borne after his corpſe, and depoſited with him 


| in the ſame vault. 
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Like this artiſt, are thoſe men that ſtudy 
bard, learn much, penetrate deeply into the 

nature of things, and make uſeful diſcoveries; 
but neglect the art of elocution. Their viſeſt 
maxims are of no weight, for want of being 
properly delivered; and their ſoundeſt opini- 
ons, being ſtifled in their birth, loſe all theit 
effect. 

We mortals are ſo framed as to be but lightly 
affected with the real value of things that are 
not preſented to our view in an advantageous 
light. A well-made man, dreſt in rags, makes 
but little impreffion upon us: nor. are we alway: 
fatisfhed with even a plenteous table, however 
excellent the viands may be, if order and deco- 
ration are wanting. The wiſeſt ſentiments, and 
happieſt thoughts, loſe all their force, if not ut- 


tered with perſpicuity and eaſe. 
THe gift of ſpeaking well, is peculiarly 
neceſſary to a king. Your RoyAL HiGHNts 
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muſt not imagine, becauſe it is called a gift, 
that it may not be acquired. It is chiefly the 
& reſult of education and practice. By a good 
education we are encouraged to attempt; for 


ſenſible men do not expect perfection in a child, 
but allow him to liſp before he can ſpeak. By 
practice we grow inſenſibly bold, as by de- 


grees we become acquainted with the improv- 
ing force of our talent. 


How is a general of an army to animate his 


| fellow-ſoldiers, but by elocution and exam- 


ple? How will a king, in the aſſemblies of 


| his people, be able to move them to unanimity 


| in their common defence, but by perſuaſive 


argument? How can liberal arts and ſciences 
be encouraged, but by panegyric and genero- 
ſity ? But it were impoſſible to tell the univer- 
ſal effects of elocution. The hiſtory of all 
ages proves the immenſe treaſute that lies con- 


cealed in the power of the tongue, 


goung 
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Soup thought, clear expreſſion, and con- T 
ſequent action, are the three capital wheel whic 
that move the great machine of wiſe govern- whic 
ment. Let me perſuade my dear PRINCE not AGR 
to neglect the daily dpportunities he has to eu- mad: 
erciſe himſelf in theſe neceſſary points. You Che: 
have it hourly in your power to converſe with the f 
learned men, upon learned ſubjeCts ; with fo- us tc 
reign ambaſſadors, concerning various courts, with. 
the good qualities of kings, their buſineſs and low, 
pleaſures; with great generals, of war, heroic 

aQions, campaigns and ſieges; with ſtate mi- M; 


niſters, of publick ceconomy, revenues, defici- 
ences, and the nature of the kingdom; with thoſe 
who ſpend their hours in the uſeful and amu- 
ling ſtudy of the liberal arts, of their preſent ſtate 
and progreſs; with the neceflitous, of com- 
paſſion, relief and comfort; with the oppreſſed; 


of their deliverance; 


am 
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THERE is yet another art of ſpeaking, with 
which I have been but little acquainted, or 
which I have perhaps forgot. I mean the 
AGREEABLE NOTHING. Even this may be 
made an innocent relaxation of the mind, 
Chearful company, and the converſation of 


the fair, give ſpirit to our genius, and teach 


us to adorn our thoughts in pleaſing colours: 
urtz, without which our elocution becomes languid, 
and low, and tireſome, 


eroic J am, 

mi- March 15, 1751. 
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ſtate No be high born, is a piece of good for- 
com- tune not without its diſadvantages z and, 
eſſedh if we are not careful to deſerve our prerogative 


by a ſuperiority of virtue; adds more to our 
ſhame than to our honour, 


JERE To 
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To be bom with u good diſpolition, is . 
be really fortunate z but our greateſt happi- 
neſs conſiſts in the advantage of a good educa- 
tion, and the bleſſing of affectionate parents, 
I'T is great pity that moſt children fee their 
parents daily, without ever once conſidering 
them to be ſuch. They are rather apt to look 
upon them in the light of ſuperiors, appointed 
to controll and intimidate them. They believe 
vn their own part, that they have done theit 
duty, if they can but diſguiſe themſelves ſo lone 
as father, or mother is preſent ; who, by this 
means, are, of all others, the leaſt acquainted 
with the natural diſpoſition of their own child, 
which becomes, as it were, a different perſon 
the moment their backs are turned. The * 
no ſooner opens, but the naughty boy ſtarts 
and ſays to himſelf, © huſh, now they are com- 
ing.* Such falſe impreſſions make his tender 


life paſs uneaſily, and . his innocent 
pleaſures; Do 


7 * 
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Do you know, my dear Six, what parents 
are to their children? They are their beſt 
friends, their faithfulleſt companions, their 
moſt watchful guards, their ſafeſt counſellers, 
their ſhield and refuge. To whom do we owe 
more obligation, than to thoſe who fave us from 
imminent danger? Is it poſſible to refuſe our 
gratitude to thoſe, who ſeeing us approach a 
precipice, run to ſave us from ruin? This is 
exactly the caſe, when fathers correct their 
children. They puniſh them for their own 
good, and compel them to be happy. | 
I xNow that your Royal Parents are inex- 
preſſibly dear to you; that you love and eſteem 
them as you ought todo : and isnot this founded = 
on the ſtrongeſt reaſon ? What bleſſings have 
you received from their hands! How many 


agreeable hours have you paſſed, by their 
means, and in their preſence! With what 


inquietude, on the contrary, have you filled 
Tot. 1 F N their 
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their breaſts, when the leaſt danger ſeemed to 
threaten you! How great is their anxiety, 
whenever they perceive the leaſt vicious ſeed 
ſtriking root in your tender heart! How un- 
willing have they ever been to proceed to 
puniſhment! and, when it happened, what 
were the few hours of diſgrace, in compariſon 
with the whole years in which you have expe- 
rienced their indulgent affection and benevolent 
Care. 

BuT now let us enquire, what is your duty 
to them. You muſt continue to love them 
fincerely ; to give them your entire confidence; 
to anticipate their wiſhes in every thing; to fly 
to them for protection in caſe of danger, and 
to find your chief delight in their converſation ; 
then, we are aſſured, by Gop himſelf it ſhall 
be well with you, and your days will be long 
in the land. 

I am. 

March 16, 1751. 
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LETTER XXI. 
MMEDIATELY -after the creation of 
the world, every animal ſtood amazed at the 

proud Peacock's beauty, and the wond'rous ex- 
panſion of his tail; but they had no ſooner heard 
his voice, than they fled the diſagreeable ſound, 
and gathered about the modeſt Nightingale, 
with whoſe ſong they were all delighted. 

Tus firſt of theſe birds may juſtly be com- 
- pared to a vain fool; and the latter, to a man 
of ſenſe and modeſty. 

PRIDE, in my opinion, is the moſt deſpi- 
cable of all vices: and, as I would willingly 
avoid all vicious men, it has been my conſtant 
endeavour to pry into the nature of this vice in 
particular, : 

THose who are naturally proud, begin by 
believing themſelves handſome and agreeable. 
| "They diſcover the biaſs of their character by 
F 2 fre- 
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frequently looking at themſelves in the glaſs, 
and paying little regard to the advice of ſenſible 
and experienced men. They take counſel of 
their beloved mirror, worſhip their own beauty, 
and, like a French lady, whoſe face, in a morn- 
ing, may be compared to the rough draught of 
a picture, they are afraid to appear in publick, 
till they have gained aſſurance from a long 
converſation with their toilet. 
A PROUD man 4s generally fond of keep- 
ing company with people inferior to, and 
more ignorant than, himſelf; for he is ambi- 
tious to be thought wiſe, and will always be 
the greateſt man in company. He has no time 
for refleQion z but is employed in ſquinting 
round the room, to ſee whether every one 
pays him the deference due to his imagined 
merit. He looks upon a neglected bow as a 
greater crime than treaſon. He moves his 
beautiful and empty carcaſs about, like a rarce- 


ſhow, 
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wow, from houſe to houſe, to be admired, 
He is obliged to ſpend much time in tedious 
folitude ; for his equals are too mean, and his 
ſuperiors expect too much civility, He is lit- 
tle anxious to give proofs of his courage, and 
is aſhamed to be thought learned; for common 
people can both ſtudy and fight, He honours 
no-body, for fear of degrading himſelf. He is 
not quite happy when he ſits lolling in his 
coach; becauſe the aukward contrivance of 
coach-makers has given the driver a kind of 
precedency, by placing him foremoſt. And 


who knows but his reaſon for not going to 
church, may be, becauſe the parſon ſtands 
above him ? But there is a remedy for every 
thing, except death : give praiſe to the proud, 
blows to the quarrelſome, food to a dog, and 
oil to a creaking door, and they will all be 


quiet. 
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Mx diſguſt, at the picture I have drawn, 
makes me drop my pen; and I have the leſs in- 
clination to take it up again, as I am convinced 
Your Royar HichNESss well knows, that 
there are no virtues which better become a 


prince, than modeſty and affability. 


I am, &c. 
March 17, 1751. 


LETTER XXII. 

ESTERDAY morning the good old 
gentlewoman, who has the care of Your 
ROYAL Hicaness's apartment, burſt ſud- 
denly into my room, quite terrified and trem- 
bling. I made her fit down, reached her the 
Hungary water, and uſed all poſſible means to 
bring her to herſelf: for it is no more than our 
duty to aſſiſt thoſe, whoſe unkind fate has ob- 


liged them to become ſervants ; otherwiſe we 
add 
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add weight to their misfortune, and make thelr 
ſervitude more burdenſom. 

As ſoon as ſhe was a little recovered, I aſked 
her, what was the matter. ,* You remember, 
« Sir,” faid ſhe, + How the Prince, laſt Fri- 
day morning.“ Huſh! interrupted I, 
that is already forgot.” Les, ſhe replied, 
© and I did not deſign to have mentioned it to 
any body, had not my ſurprize obliged me to 
© diſcover what I have ſeen. Since the time 
this affair happened, all the pictures in the 
« PRINCE's chamber are wonderfully changed. 
© One hangs its lip, a ſecond has its wig drawn 
over its forehead, a third wrinkles its noſe, a 
fourth bluſhes. LucRETIA ſtabs herſelf with 
« one hand, and covers her eyes with the other, 
as if ſhe was aſhamed to have lived to ſee what 
* happened ; and in the little pieces, where one 
* ſees ſo many blue-coats, the matches ſeem to 


be waſhed away; and, if I was not miſtaken, 
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I heard the priming hiſs as it uſed to do in 
wet weather. Pray, Sir, if you cannot be- 
© lieve me, give. yourſelf the trouble to ſtep 
into the room.“ I ſoon underſtood the rea- 
ſon of all this: for I remembered that a certain 
famous painter, who had the misfortune to be 
wrong in his head, imagined that all his pic- 
tures looked like madmen. Thence I con- 
cluded that our eyes frequently receive their 
images from the brain; which I take to have 
been the caſe with this poor woman, I re- 
member, laſt Friday morning ſhe was ſtrangely 
ruffled, wrinkled her brow, pulled her pinners 
firſt with one hand, and then with the other, 
"Though ſhe ſoon grew calm, and endeavoured 
to hide her emotion, yet, no doubt, ſhe fut- 
fered greatly in her mind; the diſorder of which, 
I ſuppoſe to have occaſioned the imaginary 
conſuſion in the paintings. 
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Tuis old lady's fancy may in itſelf be of no 
great conſequence: but what I moſt. feared: 
was, that ſhe might relate her dream to other- 
people; for ſuperſtitious folks are generally 
fond of relating wonders, and marvellous tales 
never ſtop in firſt or ſecond hands, but are al- 
ways found to ſpread and multiply. Every 
one adds his part to what he has heard, and 
who knows but ſome might have been deſirous 
to convince themſelves of the truth with their 
own eyes? The inevitable conſequence would 
have been, that the mob (who when once put 
in motion by their curioſity are ungovernable) 
would have crowded into Your Royar HIGH 
xEsS's apartment, gazed at the pictures, ima 
gined more than they had heard, and, perhaps, 
at laſt have enquired into the cauſe. I ſhould 
then have been finely off with my ſecrecy. 
The diſagreeable truth muſt have come out; \ 
"©. which, 
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which, when it once gets air, ſpreads as quick 
as the moſt expeditious falſhood. 

| THERE was no way left, but to waſh 


Mrs. Wezrn's eyes with gold-water. But 


this liquor is ſo very dear, that, in caſe the like 
happens again, I ſhall be obliged to remove all 
your pictures: far, if they ſhould take it into 
their heads to make any more grimaces, I ſhall 
certainly be ruined: and, I am ſure, Yow 
ROYAL. HicnHness would not be pleaſed to 
ſee me want in my old age. 


I am, &c, 
March 18, 1751. 


LETTER XXIII. 
O ſtand firm under the weight of mis- 
fortune, is a neceſlary virtue in both kings 
and ſubjects, the rich as well as the indigent. 
| Wyn 
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Wren Gop endowed man with this ſalu- 
tary power, he may be ſaid to have given him 
an impenetrable ſhield againſt the keeneſt ar- 
rows of adverſity. I remember a fable that 
will illuſtrate this aſſert ion, and prove the folly 
of thoſe who ſuffer their misfortunes to drive 
them to deſpair, 
A certain farmer, who had, many years, 
« enjoyed all the bleſfings of life in affluence, 
© was, at laft, condemned by Jupiter, to a ſe- 
© yere trial of his conſtancy. His cattle died, 
his dealings grew unprofitable, his friends 
c forſook him, and became his enemies. He 
* was left even deftitute of a ſingle acquaint- 
* ance, to whom he could complain with the 
© hope of compaſſion. In a word, every thing 
© he undertook. deceived his expectations, and, 
© in a few months, all his wealth, as it were, 
* melted away. After having ſtruggled hard 
© With. ill-luck, and toiled, like a ſlave, to 


ua 
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© no purpoſe, his ſpirits ſunk, and, inſtead of 
c calling to the gods for affiſtance, he began to 
doubt of their power. He gave over his la- 
_ © bour, and pined away in ſorrow and deſpon- 
© dency. 

O day as he fat, quite caſt down, on 
© the bank of a river, a violent ſtorm of thun- 
der aroſe. He obſerved, in the midſt of the 
© black cloud, a large luminous ball that ſeemed 
© falling upon his head; and, concluding his 
© total deſtruction to be now at hand, to evade 
© the blow, he threw himſelf headlong into the 
« ſtream.” 

War does Your Royal Hicnntss 
think was contained in this ball, but a large 
maſs of gold and precious ſtones, which fell at 

ten paces diſtance from the place where the 
farmer fat? How frequently do we ſee man- 
| kind want reſolution to wait their deliverance | 


May 
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May you, SiR, in the courſe of your life, 
rather have it in your power to ſhew your mo- 
deration in proſperity, than your magnanimity 
in affliction! but if the latter ſhould unavoid- 
ably be your fate, I am ſure you will bear it as. 


N becomes a prince, and will not reject the advice 
of a faithful ſubject. True greatneſs is abſo- 
; lutely neceſſary in a king; for his deſpondence- 
| WH will fpread deſpair throughout his kingdom. 
s To be great in proſperity is nothing uncom-- 
e 


mon; but to ſmile beneath the frowns of for- 


e tune, is the diſtinguiſhing mark of an heroie- 
mind. r 

8 T am, &ec.. 

80 March 19, 1751. "nt 


at 
LETTER XXIV. 
LD men are generally fond of relating 
what they heard and ſaw in their youth :. 
nor is it, indeed, more than reaſonable that 
- I We 
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we ſhould be indulged in this pleaſure, which 
is often all the recompence we enjoy, in return 
for the many inconveniencies of old age.. 

I PERCEIVE, by this, that I really begin to 
grow old, or rather that I am returning to 
childhood : for I grow dotingly fond of tales, 
and what are tales but. the amuſement of chil- 
-dren? My nurſe was told by her nurſe, that 
her nurſe uſed to tell, and ſo on. In this man- 
ner. tales are invented, embelliſhed, and in- 
creaſed to the world's end. We are not al- 
ways ſatisfied with plain and ſolid food, but 
muſt needs, now and then, be fed with light 
and dainty diſhes. Morality is the found food 
of the mind, which, without proper ſeaſoning, 
is but too commonly thought dry and taſteleſs. 

A long preface is another mark of old age 
and this weakneſs, I perceive, treads upon my 
heels. My tale, of the farmer and. his mal- 
tiff, remains to be told, f 


A 
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A CERTAIN honeſt peaſant was poſſeſſed of a 

fine watchful houſe-dog, a friend to his ſer- 

vants, no enemy to his gueſts, and the terror 

| of thieves. His fidelity was ſa well known in 

| the neighbourhood, that after a few ſucceſsleſs 

attempts, not a ſingle rogue had for many 

years dared to come within the ſphere of this 
excellent centinel. | 

Ox evening as the good man and his wife 

fat round the fire, talking of their cxconomy, 

© | have been thinking wife, ſays the farmer, 

that this great dog of ours is an uſeleſs expence 

to us. He takes a deal of keeping, his collars 

© and chains coſt money, we ſhall ſoon be obli- 


© ged to build him a new kennel, our brooms 


© are worn out in keeping him clean, beſide 
many a truſs of ſtraw that goes to his bed; 


" and all this in a place where, for many years 
* paſt we have neither heard of murder nor 
* theft,” © I have long thought the ſame thing, 
| replied 
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| replied the wife. © My maids have other buſi. 


© neſs than to wait on an idle creature. Be. 
o ſide, here is my little favourite can bark az 
loud as the largeſt maſtiff.? 

SENTENCE was quickly paſſed; and the 
faithful centinel was put to death. But he 


| was ſcarce covered with. earth, before a band 


of thieves were gathered to conſult on the beſt 


means to execute their deſign. Night came: 


they broke into the houſe, and, while the 
pampered favourite ſlept upon his cuſhion, 
robbed. the farmer of all his money and furni- 
ture. El 

Tuts Rory may be a leſſon to princes who 
have, in their ſervice, old and faithful men, 
whoſe forefight will prevent. dangers, which 
a new favourite can neither. foreſee nor 
ſhield-off.. But how ſeldom are the rulers 
of the world ſatisfied with ſilent ſervice, and 
unvaunted watchfulneſs ! They are apt tolodk 


upon 


— 
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upon diſtant evils with contempt, till they 


thunder-ſtrike their ſenſes with an irreſiſtible 
force, when a very little precaution might 
have cruſhed the ſerpent in its birth, The 
careful watchman who, without noiſe, quenches 
the firſt ſparks, renders more teal ſervice ta 
the publick, than he that alarms the town,. 


| when the fire is already broke out, 


Taz time will ſoon arrive when Your 
Royar HIOHNESs will be better able to im- 
prove theſe imperfect hints, which are no more 


than the produce of a moment. I am, ſo long 
3s I have a day to live, | 


Your, Kc. | 
March 21, 1751. 


LE T. 


| 
| 
| f 
! ( 
| \ 
1 
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without 
LETTER xxv. | leſs our 
KNE W a certain young gentleman, who WM the rick 
had the goed fortune to. be loved by his eye of 


acquaintance : but it was rather on account d Wu 


his excellent heart, good character, and polite recover 
behaviour, than from any regard to his hand- ſhew h 
ſome perſon. He fell ſick, and was obliged to went « 
keep his chamber a conſiderable time. Tt was moved 
generally ex pected that he would ber hi head, 
hours of confinement, to improve his goal with g 
qualities: but alas! he did juſt the contrary. bor his 
He grew proud, and imagined all the world and thi 
were impatient to ſee him again; that the 
whole town was unhappy till bleſt with the 
pleaſure of gazing at his fine perſon, He be- 
lieved he had a right to behave haughtily, bid 
the world defiance, and lift himſelf above every- 
body. He thought it below him to give hs 
ſervants a good word; grew angry and peeviſh, 


with 
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without ever reflecting that poor men are no 
leſs our fellow-creatures, and chriſtians, than 
the rich, and frequently of more account in the 


eye of Gop, than many a prince or king. 
WHAT was the conſequence ? The youth 
recovered his health, and was again enabled to 
ſhew himſelf to the world. The firſt time he 
went out, he meaſured every ſtep he took, 


moved with uncommon ſtiffneſs, toſſed up his 


Nas 

hi head, ſcarce deigned to ſalute any one, and, 
900 with great impatience, expected to be rebuked 
ry. for his long abſence ; but the loſs of his beauty, 
ld and the report of his pride, were reaſons why 
the he paſſed unregarded, and without one re- 
the proach for having ſo long deprived the world 
be- of his company. How was he ſurpriſed and 
bid zſhamed ! for nothing is more mortifying than 
ey - find we are thought innocent, after having 
ha pleaſed ourſelves with the hope of a flattering 


reproof, 


ithe Or 
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Or all vices, I think pride the moſt defy. 
enable. I do not doubt but Your Roy AL Hich. 
„Ess remembers the fable of the Pie in Pea- 


cock's feathers. After each had took their own, | 


ſhe was deſervedly treated with deriſion and 
eontempt. 

A cnt may, not improperly, be compa 
red to this magpie. He is obliged to one for his 
dreſs, to another for his food, to a third for 
attendance, a fourth for protection, a fifth for 
his ideas of God and nature, a ſixth for his 
knowledge of hiſtory, to a ſeventh for fables, 
and moral inſtruction, and fo on. For what 
would a child be able, of itſelf, to acquire? 
It brings neither money, land, nor under- 
ſtanding with it into the world. How would 
the poor infant be to be pitied, if every one was 
to reclaim his own! Till our nature receives 


a certain degree of maturity from time, we 


have 


have 


YOUNG PRINGE. as 


have hardly down, much leſs teathers, to boaſt 


of. 


I am, &c. 
March 22, 1751. 


LETTER XxvI. 
T was the queen's command that the letters 
which I have hitherto had the honour to 
write to Your Royart HiGcnnzss, ſhould be 
printed, and it is my duty chearfully to ſubmit 
to her majeſty's will. 

WERE theſe flight ſketches ſufficient to give 
the world a true idea of my deſign, I could be 
tified, and ſhould think no riſk too great; 
but they are too trivial to afford me that aſſu- 
rance, Yet if they have, in any degree, 
pleaſed Your Royal Hicnnzss, I am en- 
couraged to hope they will not diſpleaſe the 
pudlick, Be it as it will, they were publiſhed 
without my knowledge, and are now like to 
take their fortune. THE 
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THe many excellent pieces of art which 
adorn the palace a Drottningholm, furniſh me 
with freſh matter of entertainment for Your 
ROYAL Hicnness, I ſhall think myſell 
happy if, by this means, I may be able to 
awake in you that encouragement and protec- 
tion of arts and ſciences, which they expe& 
from him whoſe ſword is deſtined to defend the 
kingdom in which they have begun to fix thei 
mew reſidence. The cultivation of theſe is the 


hero's proper repoſe. 

Des16N and painting are ſaid to owe their 
Being to love and friendſhip. An aukward 
ſketch, with charcoal, on the wall, was fi 
intended to preſerve the memory of an abſent 
friend. Human A like human crea- 
tures, are feeble at their firſt appearance, and 
want ſupport. It is for ſovereign princes to be 
at the expence of their nouriſhment, and to 
animate their tutors. 

. Tur 
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ch Tur moſt certain proof of a proſperous king- 
me dom, is the flouriſhing ſtate of arts and ſciences. 


ur WH So long as the Roman empire was, deſervedly, 
ſelf Wi called great, the liberal arts were fo aſſidu- 
ouſly cultivated, that the productions of thoſe 


ec. days are even yet admired and collected with 
ect creat expence. But the empire no ſooner be- 
the Wi can to decline, than Science perceptibly lan- 
be Wh guiſhed. She wandered a-while, and then fell 
the into a dead ſwoon, in which ſhe continued 

about twelve hundred years, till, at the cloſe 
heir of the fifteenth, and beginning of the follow- 
vad WF ing century, ſhe was again revived by thoſe 
firſt 


princes who were, at chat time intruſted with 
lent ne government of mankind. But ſhe has not 
crea» Wh exen yet recovered her former vigour. 
and Pin was divided into three diſtinct 
daſſes or ſchools : namely the Italian, which 
ad % produced, and has preſerved, ſeveral branches; 
the Dutch and Flemiſh ; and the French 
ſchool. 
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ſchool, In each of theſe nations, this noble 
art hath, according to the different genius of 
each people, been variouſly Cultivated. 

| THE Italians poſſeſſed a. very conſiderable 
ſtore 1n the works of their predeceſſors. They 
found, indeed, not much painting, but an im- 
menſe treaſure of ſtatues, relievos, and me- 
dals. Theſe furniſhed them with ſo many er 
cellent models, that the Italian ſchool ſoon 
pained the prize, from ber two rivals, int 
art of deſigning. They were not content to 


iraitate the human body only in its common 
attitudes, but have excelled in all the moſt be- 
coming poſitions of the limbs, and their pro- 
portions to, each other, ſo as to repreſent na- 
ture in her greateſt imaginable perfection: yet 
in painting of human faces, they have nf 6 
much endeavoured at beauty, as to expreſs in 
them the ſtate of the mind, properly conſider 
ing the face to be the true index of our pal: 
ſions. f Tal 
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ble Tur Dutch and Flemiſh paifiters having 
$ of ro ſuch obligation to their anceſtors, began by 
copying nature 1n the ſhape in which ſhe com- 
monly appeared to them, If the wife, daugh- 
ter, or miſtreſs of the painter happened to be 
handſome, it was ſo much the better and more 
fortunate for the VE Nus that was to be repre- 
ſented; but if, on the contrary, they happen- 
ed to have been unkindly treated by nature, 
tae goddeſſes of his pencib ſhared in the misfor- 


ent to tune. From this laborious imitation, aroſe 
mon that admirable colouring, which other nations 


lt be- have rather with emulation attempted, than 
ir pro- fucceſsfully copied. 

nt na- THe French paintings bear a ſtrong reſem- 
blance to the people of that nation. Their live- 
br, and rather agreeable than finiſhed pieces, 
are evident proofs of the airy and glittering ima · 
zination of their painters, A faultleſs pro- 
portion and ſcrupulous agreement of colours, 
Vor I, G „ 1. 
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requires more time and labour than can be ex- 


pected from the ſprightly genius of a French 
painter. All objects appear to him in a chear- 
ful light. Every thing plays in his imagina- 
tion; thence all his features are gay and agree- 
able. Their diſpoſition, or as they themſelves 
term it, Vordonnance, is generally executed 
with propriety and gracefulneſs. 

HENCE we fee that equal talents are not 
given to all men. We may conclude the Ita- 
lians to have excelled in the art of deſigning, 


the painters of the Low Countries in colouring, 


and the French in diſpoſition. Yet this rule | 


will admit of many exceptions : the Venetians 
have not, in general, been famous for deſign- 
ing, but have painted excellently. RuBEexs, 
VANDYCK, DIEPENBECK, JORDAENS, and 
other of their country-men, have ſhewn ima- 
gination and ordonnance in the higheſt degree, 
Among the French, le Sukk and le Molxr, 


3 ale 
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are as famous for their deſigns as any of the Ita- 


lians ; and at this time, CHARDIN is as care- 


ful an imitator of nature, as ever were TE. 
NIERS or GERARD Dov. 

Your RoYAL Hicnness will pardon me if 
in this letter, contrary to my cuſtom, I make 
uſe of ſome ſtrange words. A ſubject which 

requires all imaginable” perſpicuity would be- 
come obſcure, were I either to tranſlate the 


original terms of art into our own language, or 


85 invent new ones. 
SoME people have been fooliſh enough to 
le aſſert, that the liberal arts are mere trades, and 


thoſe who profeſs them, no more than me- 


N- chanics. What wonder that ſuch men ſhould 

wy pay but little regard to that of which they 

ud know not the true rank and value 

* THe chief uſes of painting are theſe. It gives 

_ immortality to things which time or chance 
22 would have buried in oblivion: it ſeizes an happy 
are 


G 2 idea, 
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iden, and preſents it immediateiy to our ſight, 
which otherwiſe might have vaniſhed as ſoon as 
conceived : it gives us, at one view, that which 
would have required pages to deſcribe. Paint- 
ing may alſo be conſidered as an agreeable in- 
troduction to the knowledge of ancient fable 
and real hiſtory; for the generality of good 
painters have been good mythologiſts and hi- 
ſtorians. Few have been ſo careleſs, as were 
RAPHAEL, ALBRECHT DURER, and Ti- 
IAN; when the firſt adorned his Fall of 
ADam with houſes and other buildings; and 
the-two latter, in their Diſciples at Emaus, to 
excite devotion, added a roſary. 

I Avr often wondered, why painting has 
hitherto made fo little progreſs in England, 
e neither inclination, encouragement, 
connoiſſeurs, nor money are wanting. Per- 
haps it may proceed from the grave and con- 
templative diſpoſition of that people, which 


may 


tl 


Ic 
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may not admit of the vivacity required, when 
the hand is intended to keep pace with the 
ideas. | 

FroM theſe few obſervations, Your Roy At. 


HicHNEsS may conclude, that thoſe painters 


8 who have neither been famous for deſign, co- 
d louring, or diſpoſition, were bunglers, and 
* their pictures monſtrous. | 
e You will not be ſurpriſed that T have ſtayed 
[- ſo long in the gallery, when I drm Your 
of ROYAL HIOCHNESS that molt of the paintings, 
nd which are now in the. palace at Drottningholm, 
to . formerly mine. No matter, why they 
changed their habitation. They have now 
148 obtained a place of durable reſt; where, when 
id, Jam gone hence, they may, perhaps, ſerve to 
nt, remind my deareſt PRINCE of my having once 
er- lived. 
on- SWEDEN has produced ſome good painters; 
uch 


but they have ſhared an equal fate with- the 
G 3 reſt 
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reſt of our productions, which are purchaſed 
by other nations, and improved, Let us, my 
dear SIR, for the future, retain ſuch valuable 
men in our own country: the ſureſt way is to 
protect them againſt envy, and ſupport them 
well. It will alſo be the only means to form 
your own taſte : for taſte is merely founded upon 
cuſtom, We are fuſt taught the diſtinguiſh- 
ing qualities of things that are eſteemed excel. 
| lent, and by viewing them over and over again, 
our eyes become ſo familiar with beauty, that 
they are immediately offended at the fight of de 
formity. | | 
Give art and ſcience your protection, and, 
with joyful hearts, they will pour out their 
treaſures before you: The ſincereſt of my 
wiſhes is, that you may mark each day of your 
life with ſuch actions, as all the ſons of Swe- 
den may wiſh to. remember; and which, ſor 
the beneſit of poſterity, may afford matter ot 


long 


tio 


YOUNG PRINCE. r 
long employment to our beſt artiſts. Our na- 
tion is, of late years, ſo much improved, that 
our ALEXANDERS and AUGUS T1. need 
not doubt of their PHY DIAs and PRAX1- 
TELES. | 

In the reigns of our former kings we ſeek, 
in vain, for the name of a great painter. In 
the time of the german war ſome good pieces 
were brought hither; but they were rather 
valued by the goodneſs of the canvas, than by 
that of the painting. Part of them were rolled 
up, and ſuffered to moulder away in vaults ; 
part were carried off by ſtrangers for little or 
nothing; and the reſt are, Lord knows where, 
the prey of worms and ſpiders. 

Oun queen, CHRISTINA, who exchanged 
her crown, ſcepter, and majeſty, for « pilgrim's 
bonnet, ſtaff, and a late repentance, acquired 
ber firſt taſte for liberal arts in Italy. She had 
indeed, before, ſo little idea of them, that ſhe 

G4 would 
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would. have given five of ConteGio's beſt 
pieces to BoukR BON, a french painter; which, 
as a proof of the ignorance of thoſe times, 
were employed, in the queen's ſtables, to ſtop 
up broken windows. Part of theſe excellent 
paintings are. now the principal ornaments of 
the ORLEANS gallery, 

EHRENSTRAHI. was the firſt ſwediſh 
painter, with whoſe hiſtory we are acquainted, 
Immediately after his return from his travels, 
be had great merit. He had, in Italy, acquired 
the manner of PitETRQ de CorToNa, both 
in deſign and colouring, which is evident in 
the pieces that are now in the blue alcove at 
Drottningholm. But as we were pleaſed to 
make a limner of him, his genius died away 
by degrees, till he was obliged to revive his 
ideas by the help of prints, which. plainly ap- 
pears in his Laſt Judgment : nevertheleſs, we 
may count him among the beſt painters af 


ani- 


other ſubjects. His maſterpiece, in which he 
has ſurpaſſed himſelf, is the Coronation of 


CHARLES the XIth, a picture which VAN DER 
MEULEN might have rejoiced to own. 


LEMBKENS may juſtly be called our ſwe- 


diſh BouR GU NON, whoſe battles. he has ſo 


judiciouſly imitated, that a connoiſſeur may 


eaſily miſtake one for the other. Both gal- 


leries at Drottningholm contain ſeveral. proofs 


of his ability. Aged ninety years, he died, a 


reproach to the times, in the moſt. miſerable 


poverty. In this man's private cabinet, my 


«young eyes firſt grew acquainted with things 


excellent in their kind. He had a fine genius, 


and may deſervedly be numbered amongſt our 


beſt painters.. . 


David Karr was, in the beginning, a 
good painter. "To mention no other, in Baron 


24ck's collection may be ſeen Count STEN= 


G 5 BOCK'S: 
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animals. He has ſometimes even ſucceeded in 


d ** 
- 
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pock's head, of KinarT's doing; which, on 
account of its excellent deſigning, will always 
deſerve a place in a choice cabinet. But alas | 
being obliged to work for bread; want of do- 
meſtic eaſe, poor pay, and bad health, ſtarved 
his genius, and made him careleſs. 

AMONG other reaſons why EHRENSTRAHI 
and KRAFT grew gradually worſe, may be 
reckoned the few opportunities they had of ſee- 
ing better painting than their own, and the 
want of contemporaries to awake their emula- 
tion. Except that of Count SrEN ROC E, there 
was but one collection worth notice, which 


belonged to an old mar-canvaſs, named Muy- 


TENS, who, from an unaccountable preſump- 
tion in his own ability, had dawbed moſt of 
the beſt pieces that were in his poſſeſſion, with 
his own impertinent pencil. His fon, a good. 
Miniature painter, now employed at the court 
ef Vienna, has, no doubt, often complained of 

his, 
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his father's extravagant notion, eſpecially with 


zegard to RUBENS moſt charming Diſcovery 


of ACHILLES; in which the old man had 
thought fit to open the mouths and enlarge 
the eyes of ſeveral figures, becauſe it was his 
opinion, that a horſe- laughing mouth and ſtar- 
ing eyes were very agreeable objects. This 
diſhonoured treaſure was, nevertheleſs, ſold, by 
his ſon, to Count GoTTER, a Pruſſian Noble= 
man; and, after having paſſed through ſeverak 
hands, was at laſt fixed in the Duke of Wur 
TEMBERG's gallery at Stutgart. 

THE painters of our days have better op- 
portunities. His preſent MajtsTy has found 
means to lift us, even above the fear of a re- 
lapſe, out of our former obſcurity. Every Swede, 
who is born with a genius for painting, needs. 
want no means of improvement. The chief of 
thoſe that have deſerted their country, to earn 
their bread amongſt foreigners, are Richxzx 

and 


* — o 
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and MuyTENs at Vienna, RICHTER ard 
Dakl in London, another RICHTER in Ves+ 
nice, and DESMARA1S in Bavaria. Happier 
times have recalled LUNDBERG to the place of 
His nativity. He had his. education in Ro- 
SALBA's ſchool ; and hath few, if any, that 


equal him in crayons. ARRHENIvVS deſerves 


the next rank, particularly on account of his 


deſigns, which are exceedingly accurate and 


juſt. For ornament and animal-painting, we 


may boaſt of our PAsch, who is now eter- 


nizing his name on the walls and cieling of the 
new. palace. 

Many of our youth have made good ber 
ginnings ; and many are yet unborn, who wil 
expect protection and encouragement from 
Your RoyaL Hicnness. . 

THrar country deſerves our compaſſion, 
where black-ſmiths and houſe-painters are the 


Qief artiſts; but fortunate is the land, whoſe 
f 1 Sove- 


= 18 


Sc 
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Sovereign gathers trophies with one hand, and 
ſupports ſcience. with the other. 


Lam, &c.. 
Ulrichſdahl;. 


June 1, 1751. 


LETTER XXVII 
TUWHAT religion which is founded on the 


light of nature, may be comprehended 
in five principal queſtions, the natural anſwers. 
to which will not only explain to us many eters 
nal truths, but alſo. the nature of our tempo- 
ral duties. The firſt queſtion will be, Who 
can have made this wonderful fabrick the earth, 
© theair and all its feather'dinhabitants ; the ſea, 
and all the various beings it contains; that fur- 
© prifing vault, and thoſe innumerable lamps of 
* the heavens ? Did theſe ſpring from their own. 
ſed? if ſa, who made theſe ſeeds? Reaſon 
c, anſwers, 
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© anſwers, An almighty Being, whom each 
© nation names according to their own lan- 
© guage, and we Gud,” (God.) 

THz ſecond queſtion is, Why did Gop 
© make all theſe things ?“ After reflecting a- 
while, our reaſon tells us, that Gop would, by 
this means, reveal his glory to ſome created 
Being, whom he has endowed with ſenſe ſuffici- 
ent to worſhip his Creator, and to uſe the things 
created. 

Tux third queſtion muſt be, Are we 
© not then obliged in gratitude to love and ho- 
© nour that Gop?* Reaſon anſwers, < By all 
4 means? Do we not confeſs our obligation 
to our equals when they do us even a trifling 
ſervice! How much more am 1 obliged to 
venerate that Being who hath given me all 
things ! 

We ſhall then aſk, if Gop can with pa- 
tience ſee us act contrary to his deſign in 
creating 
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creating us? Our Reaſon replies, No!” For 
ſhe finds, in her ſimpleſt compariſon with hu- 
man œconomy, that puniſhment is the natural 
conſequence of crimes; and that every artiſt, if 


he happens to be diſpleaſed with the work of his 


own hands, has it in his power to deſtroy it. 

Ir I proceed to a fifth queſtlon, it will be, 
«© What is the nature of Gor.?* Reaſon is at a 
ſtand; ſhe finds herſelf inſufficient, and con- 
feſſes, there are in nature ſo. many things, for 
which ſhe cannot account, that it is no won- 
der if the Lox D. of Heaven himſelf be incom- 
prehenſible. 


Tnus you ſee, my dear Six, that even a. 


heathen muſt infallibly diſcover the being of a 
Cop; that he is almighty, becauſe he hath 
made all things ; that he muſt be infinitely wiſe, 
becauſe his works are perfect in their kind; that 
be is a benevolent Being, becauſe he has given. 
us. the uſe of his creation without any merit of 


Our. 
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our own ; that he is incomprehenſible, be- 
cauſe. he governs the. univerſe. by inviſible 
means; that we are bound, in gratitude, to 
love, honour and worſhip him; and that, if we 
neglect theſe duties, we muſt. in juſtice be cal - 
led to an account for it.. 

Bur the Almighty, in the revelation of 
his word, has been pleaſed to give us more ado- 
quate ideas of his nature, and of our own falya- 
tion. He hath taught us to know and to wot- 
ſhip him as we. ought to do, . but at the ſame 
time to proceed. cautiouſly in our inquiries into 
religious myſteries, which. he hath thought fit 
to veil from our underſtanding, What is Your 
ROYAL HigGHNEss's opinion of ſuch profeſſing 
Chriſtians who refuſe to ſee what is obvious to 
a heathen; who think. it allowable, even be- 
coming, to play with the divine name, and 


their. own happineſs ? 


SOME 
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Sou people might imagine theſe things 
above the capacity of ſo young a PRINCE ; but, 
to the ſhame of other children, let the world 
be told, that Your Royart Hicnvwess is al- 
ready an eſtabliſhed Chriſtian, and that thie 
ſeeds of religion were ſown ſo early in your 


fertile heart, that they are even now capable of 


bearing fruit. 


LET me adviſe my dear PRINCE never to 
honour a man of known impiety with his con- 
me fidence, What can diſſuade ſuch a one from 


ito betraying you? I am ſure your good ſenſe will 


fit never ſuffer you to liſten to the audacious ſcof- 
Our ters of our days, who continue in their infide- 
18 lity becauſe they cannot eomprehend that, 
00 which, ſo long as we remain on earth, muſt; of 
be- neceſſity, continue unfathomable. They ſpeak 
and 


of Gop inconſiderately, abſurdly, and live as 
if there were no higher power than that which 


their own wiſdom has been pleaſed to create. 


ME Bat. 
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But theſe boaſters, with all their courage, 
tremble at the firſt approach of danger. They 
would be thought to have no fear of eternity, 
but, when death calls them thither, they ſhud- 
der under the moſt dreadful pangs of uncer- 
taint A juſt confidence in the Divine Beans, 
is a ſeed whoſe fruit we gather on our death- 
beds: a joyful harveſt which theſe unbelievers 
can never hope to reap | Were, even, our re- 
- ligious truths of ſuch a nature as to admit of 2 
doubt, Wwe ſhould, nevertheleſs, be going the 
ſureſt way, in living like rational creatures, po- 
ſeſſed of an immortal ſoul, » Were you to doubt 
of my judgment or veracity in every other in- 
ſtance, I muſt inſiſt on your believing me in 
a thing of ſo much conſequence. 

Tnar ſovereign who pays no regard to the 
ALMIGHTY, will inevitably. be deſpiſed by bi 
ſubjects. They will naturally fay, Why 

« ſhould we honour a king, who honours not the 
© ſupreme King of the univerſe ?? Mar 
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May the day neyer dawn that might ſtab 
my heart with the leaſt glimpſe of an inclination 
to irreligion in Your Royal Hicnness ! 
That would deſtroy my happineſs, and bring 


down my gray hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 


* ö 1 am, &c. 
3 Urlrighsdahl, June 6, 


bs 1751. 


LETTER XXVIII. 
PRoposk, with Your Roy AL HicHNess's 
leave, in a few days, to take a general re- 


view of ſuch of my fellow-countrymen as have, 


in a particular manner, deſerved our nation's 
gratitude, and their fovereign's beneficence. It 
5 now almoſt time that, for the encouragment 
of others, you ſhould become acquainted with 
thoſe Swedes, who by their ſuperior ſenſe, and 
uncommon ſtudy, or induſtry, are an honour and 
| ; * ad- 


—— — — — — — 
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advantage to their country. I do not mean 
fuch as have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the 
field of battle: thoſe are your daily compani- 
ons. My deſign is only to mention ſuch as 
give ſtrength to the ſinews of war, by adding 
to our national wealth; who have improved 
our navigation, and increaſed our trade ; who, 
by unwearied enquiries into the ſecrets of na 
ture, diſcover and prepare her hidden treaſures 
to the common utility of mankind. For ex- 
ample, a CErs1uUs, who, with univerſal ap- 
plauſe, has fo conſiderably contributed to de- 
termine the true figure of the Earth; a Pol- 


- HEIM, who brought luxuriant and ſtubborn na- 
' ture to bend under the yoke of art; a Lin- 


us, who has ranged the moſt minute vege- 


tables, and ſcarce-perceptible inſects, in diſtiuct 
orders, and rendered them uſeful; an A#Ls 


 TROEM, who, under the cruel weight of c- 


lumny, has laid the foundation of our manufac- 


. tures 
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tares, at the peril of his fortune, health and 


lie; a GRILL, who, to increaſe our com- 
merce, gives bread to numbers of poor people, 
and generouſly diſtributes his large poſſeſſions, 
honourably acquired; a CAMBELL, who has 
made China-ware the produce of Sweden ; an 
ArvipsoN, who provides us with our own 
fiſh, which, before, we were obliged to pur- 
chaſe of ſtrangers; a KALM, who, from the 
wilds of America, has brought us new colo- 
p- nies of flowers, herbs, ſpices, and fruits, and 


ie. WY taught us to cultivate them in our -own cli- 


mate, 

TuxsE I mention to Your Royar Hicn- 
NESS but as a beginning, and reſerve a great 
number of names, of equal value, till my pro- 
miled review; when you will ſee, with pleaſure 
and ſurpriſe, how many faithful ſervants you 
haue, who, beſide immortal fame, deſerve a 


wreath of laure] from each of their country- 


men. WHAT 
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WHAT a pleaſure it is, after the fatigue of 
buſineſs, to relax our minds under the guidance 
of ſuch men! This happineſs is daily mine, 
Under the eye of my worthy friend Lixw.xvs, 
I am buſted in giving new order to the fine 
collection of ſhells which were gathered by the 
queen's command. It is not enough to hate 
the wonders of nature before us: there is great 
ſatisfaction, and ſome utility, in knowing pre- 
cifely what we poſſeſs. Our penetrating Lin- 
NZUS, who is a great enemy to diforder, has 
preſcribed new limits to the various claſſes that 
appear in this vaſt heap of ſhells. He ranges 
them according to the different animals which 
inhabited each, without any regard to the co- 
lour or ſize of their habitation ; for as a Swede 
is a Swede, whether be be found in a poor cot- 


tage or a fine palace, ſo is a ſnail a ſnai, a 


muſcle a muſcle, an oyſter an oyſter, a po- 


pus a polypus, a worm a worm, &c. whether 
their 
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their ſhells be gorgeous or plain, thick or thin, 
cough, or ſmooh, fingle or double, dim or 
ſhining. 

Hap I more experience, and leiſure, I would 
e WH venture to give Your Rovyar Hicnness a 
particular deſcript:on of each of theſe marine 
„ beauties, together with a ſketch by way of il- 
© blucration. I have deſigned the following ſhell 
4 in order to 'try my ability, with which, if you 
1 ſhould happen to be pleaſed, it is probable I 


may proceed, What-I may not attain, or per- 


chance miſtake, may be corrected or improved 
by ſome more able hand. Such a deſcription 
of the cabinet at Drottningholm might not 
liſpleaſe the queen, and would, I dare ſay, 


oblige a conſiderable part of the curious 


world. 
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Tue NAUTILUS, 

1 HE Latin names of this teſtaceous ani. 

mal, or its ſhell, are cymbium, nauti. 
las tenuis legitimus, domuncula polypi, ovum 
polypi, nauplium Athenæi, piſcis nautilus 
The Hollanders call it, ſchippertie or dock. 
huyven; the French, papirace; the Swedes, 
pappers-ſkeppet; the Italians, polpo mo- 
cardino, or moſcarolo; the Germans, the 
thin-ſhelled, large, paper nautilus. Vid. 
Rumen. Tab. XVIII. Lit. A. Garth 
ERI. Tab. XI. D'ARGENSVILLE, Tab. VII 
No, 13. Muſæum RICHRTERIAN VM Lip. 
1743. fol. page 297. I think I have alſo 
heard it called Argonaut ; but am not certain 


by whom. 

Tux ſhell of this animal is no thicker than 
parchment, and almoſt tranſparent. The fi 
| ſelf is of the kind which Axis Tor IE cal 
Bol. 
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Bolitana, of a ſoft and tender ſubſtance. Ac- 
cording to ſome, nature has given it a kind 
of ſail, which, when it has a mind to ſwim on 
the ſurface, it ſpreads to the wind: others af- 
firm, that the fore-edge of the ſhell, which it 
raiſes at pleaſure, anſwers the end of a fail. 
When it happens to have a fair wind, it uſes 

| two of its feet by way of rudder: but in caſe 

of acalm, it rows with all eight. On the leaſt 
approach of danger, it wiſely retires within 
board, bends the orifice downward, fills the 
veſſe] with water, and ſinks leiſurely to the 
bottom: yet, in ſpite of all its care, it has 
ſometimes the misfortune to be ſurpriſed by a 
nimble fiſherman, When it chances to meet 
with a piece of wood floating with the tide, it 
artfully faſtens to the log, and, by that means 
ſaves itſelf the trouble of rowing. This extra- 
ordinary animal lies quite looſe in its ſhell, and 
has, therefore, now and then the misfortune 


2 7 7 wy H to 
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to be waſhed over-board. It lies or creeps fiſh 
on the bottom of the ſea with the ſhell on its is f 
back, and alſo riſes to the ſurface in the ſame PHI 
poſition ; but, when arrived above water, it 1 
turns itſelf with great agility. writ 
RumPHivs aſſures us, that, in the inſide Pom 
of the Nautilus, he found a cluſter of white Lib, 
eggs, with each a black ſpot on the top. The Naut 
Amboineſe think it a happy omen to catch this inche 
fiſh. They preſerve the ſhell among their moſt 
greateſt curioſities, and never expoſe it, but in len 
on holy-days and ſolemn occaſions, At their one's 
nuptial dances, called © lego lego, the nymph, men i 
who leads the reſt, bears the ſhell of a Nau- in tim 
tilus erected on the palm of her hand. They deſign, 
are in ſuch eſteem among this people, that, for ſurface 
a large one, they do not ſcruple to give eight largeſt 
or nine dollars. which, 
Irs greateſt enemy is a kind of ſea- eagle. the Gz 


| 'This voracious bird, after having devoured the 
| | fiſhy 
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fiſh, drops the ſhell; which, for this reaſon, 
is frequently found uninhabited, Vid. RUM- 
PHIUS, a. 6—64. 

THis animal is mentioned by very ancient 
writers. ARISTOTLE calls it, Nautilus, and 
- — Hiſt. Anim. Lib. 4. ch. 2. & 
Lib. 9. ch. 29. In the year 1693 there was a 
Nautilus caught near Hitoe, which was ſeven 


inches long, and fix in heighth. Its fix fore- 


moſt legs were from twelve to fourteen inches 


Pompilus. 


| in length, and the two hind ones, as thick as 
one's finger. As ſoon as it perceived the fiſher- 
men in purſuit, it tacked about in order to fink 
in time; but one of the men, . perceiving its 
delign, leapt into the fea, and ſeized it on the 
ſurface Vid. RMH. a—d—66 8. The 
largeſt that has been ſeen, is a foot long; 
which, I am told, is preſerved at Florence, in 
the GRAND Duke's cabinet. 
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Box ANINI tells us, they are ſometimes found 
in the Adriatic, where they approach the land 
in ſearch of food ; but thoſe in the Eaſt-Indies 
keep conſtantly out at fea, and are always ſeen 
ſingle. | 

In what manner this ſhell is formed remains 
hitherto a ſecret, the fiſh not adhering to it in 
any part ; thence it is impoſſible they ſhould 
grow together. If I might hazard my opinion, 

I ſhould be apt to ſay, that I believe it builds 
its own houſe with the ſlime that iſſues from its 
body, increaſing its habitation as it grows in 
ſize. What wonderful art do we not -obſerve 
in the ſtructure of a bird's neſt? and why may 
not a certain fiſh be endowed with the fame 
inſtinct, for its convenience and preſervation ! 
but ſince this is performed at the bottom of the 
deep, our curiofity muſt be ſatisfied with con 
jecture. 


2 
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Tris fiſh is of ſo delicate a nature, that it is 

impoſlible for it to live in confinement : all en- 

deavours to preſerve its life above a few hours, 

out of the ſea, have hitherto proved ineffectual. 
It is alſo found in the Mediterranean. | 

RuMPHIUS, from whom I have tranſcribed 


great part of this account, gives us the figures 
| both of the fiſh and ſhell.—Vid. Tab. XVIII. 


: ». 1. I hope Your RoyYaL HiGHhness en- 
0 tertains a better opinion of me, than to believe 


I would adorn myſelf with another's plumage. 
If you ſhould reliſh this autumnal occupation, 
what I gather from good authors, I ſhall al- 
ways be ready to avow. 


Your RoyAL HiohNESss knows the con- 
cluſion of all my letters by heart: nor will it 
ever vary; for how ſhall I ever ceaſe to be, 


Ulrichſdahl, June 7, Your, &c. 
1751, | 


H 3 LET- 
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LETTER XXX. 
N the 8th of June, 1686, the eaſt ſide 
of our north ſuburbs was entirely burnt to 
the ground. This moment, the 8th of June, 
1751, the weſt part of the fame quarter is all 
in flames. O, my dear PriNCE ! how happy 


are you, whoſe playful years are unacquainted 


- with the univerſal terror with which we, that 


have acquired more knowledge: of this fickle 
world, are ſeized. I] have fo often endeavoured 
to amuſe Your ROYAL Hicnness, that J 
muſt now beg leave to awake your real ſor- 
row for the fad, fad fats of thouſands. Gop 
only knows, how many of our fellow ſubjects 
have already loſt their all! We, whom Provi- 
dence hath been pleaſed to ſpare, mix our tears 
with thoſe of out hapleſs friends: and it is, in- 
deed, our duty. If compaſſion be thus power- 


ful to move the heart of common friendſhip, 
| what 
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what muſt be its influence in a parent's breaſt ? 
and what are thoſe of the royal family but the 
parents of their people? It is impoſſible the lat- 
ter ſhould feel ſuch ſufferings without drawing 
blood from the former. This is, naturally, the 
firſt impreſſion ; which muſt be followed by a 
tender refleCtion on the means of reſtoring the 
ſpirits, and repairing the loſs of theſe unhappy 
children, A benevolent ſovereign hath two 
ways of doing it : firſt, by ſhewing a kind ſen- 
ſibility of their misfortune, and then by giving 
them as much real aſſiſtance as the State's ne- 
ceſſity will allow. But this is not all. What | 
was Davip's conduct, when Gop puniſhed 
the land with peſtilence ? © He humbled him- 
« ſelf before the Lon p, and prayed for the de- 
* livery of his people.“ Gop heard his prayer, 
though he himſelf was the cauſe of his ſub- 
jets miſery and deſtruction. How much more 
willingly will the Father of Heaven liſten to your 


H 4 voice, 
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voice, who, with your ſpotleſs hands, can offer 
up a heart of innocence ? Your tender ſorrow 
will certainly move ſo kind, ſo compaſſionate a 
Being. When you riſe to-morrow morning, 
Tan ſure you will remember to return to him 
thanks for having given you fleep, and a bed 
to reſt on, whilſt ſo many poor mortals have 
been forced to ſpend their anxious night in the 
open air. I know you will not ariſe from ta- 
ble,. without having expreſſed your gratitude 
to Heaven for the abundant bleſſings you have 
received, whilſt ſo many of your fellow-crea- 
tures are languiſhing with hunger. 

THESE, my dear SIR, are your duties, till 
riper age, and more extenſive care, ſhall afford 
you the ineſtimable ſatisfaction of giving repoſe 
to the ſleepleſs, and of diſpenſing bread to the 
hungry. If you act thus, you will never want 
means adequate to your benevolent diſpoſition ; 
and proſperity will be your conſtant compa- 


nion 
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nion on the journey which you have ſo hap- 
pily begun. | 

Tux ſovereign who courageouſly meets the 
foe of his country is truly great; he who con- 
quers many nations is a mighty prince; but a 
compaſſionate king who tempers his power 
with beneficence and affability, is far greater 
than both. But what occaſion hath Your 
ROYAL HiGHNEss for my advice on this ſub- 
jet ? You have only to caſt your eyes on him, 
to whom you are indebted for life ; he will afford 
you an ineſtimable example of the true impreſ- 
Gon which ſuch calamities will always make on 
the heart of a good king. | 

Gop grant that, during the prefent or ſu- 
ture reigns, this may be the laſt ſtroke of his 
chaſtiſing hand; that we may fay with joy, 
* Now hath the wrath of the Almighty ceaſed-!* 
Whatſoever may be our future fate, we have 
ſuffered a very ſevere trial of our conſtancy : I 
H 5 think 
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think I can anſwer for that of Sweden, even in 
dehance of adverſity, with no leſs aſſurance 
than for the invariable zeal and affection with 
which 

I am, &c. 

Ulrichſdahl, June 8, 
1751, 


LETTER XXX. 

ET me adviſe my dear pupil not to judge 
of men by their birth, fortune, or profeſ- 
fron, May perfonal merit, howſoever clad, be 
the ſinking weight in the ſcale of your opinion. 
An honeſt, ſober, and laborious peaſant de- 
ſerves a much greater ſhare of your eſteem, than 

2 ſtupid, wild and uſeleſs man of property. 

An officer of the army, who is capable of 
forming a deſign with prudence, and executing 
it with reſolution ; a miniſter of ſtate who is 
well acquainted with. the conſtitution of his 


country, | 
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country, and able to prepare and conclude 
wiſe treaties; an equitable judge, who dif- 
covers wickednefs, and proportions punifh- 
ments to the nature of offences ; a ſubject who 
is not only a private, but a publick ceconomiſt, 
who, in caſe of neceſſity, knows how to in- 
creaſe our funds without diſtreſſing individuals, 
can eftabliſh credit, diſcharge national 'debts, 
and employ our money to advantage; a mi- 
niſter of the goſpel, who, living up to his doc- 
trine, is himſelf a worthy example to his flock ; 
a man of learning who, for the good of man- 
kind, endeavours to diſcover the deſigns of 
Providence, and the ceconomy of nature ; a 
merchant that opens the channels of com- 
merce with other nations, and, in time of 
peace, enures our ſailors to fatigue, and makes 
them fit for war; a peaſant that is acquaintet 
with the principles of agriculture, incloſes waſte 
lands, without bloodſhed adds new territory 
to 
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to his country, and furniſhes materials to build 
new palaces; a workman that uſes our own 
produce, and retains the money -within our 
kingdom, which would, otherwiſe, be the gain 
of foreigners ; a miner who, at the riſk of his 
life, digs ore from the flinty bowels of the 
earth; a ſolitary, moral author, who, in his 
private receſs, lives unambitious of every title, 
fave that of a good man: all theſe, my dear 
PRINCE, without regard to rank, are honour- 
able people, who, be their name or arms what 
they will, whether fortune has ſmiled or frown- 
ed upon them, deſerve your peculiar regard: 


none of them can be neglected, without a fa- 
tal diſcouragement to all men of ability. Every 
obſtacle muſt be carefully removed, and their 
courſe made as eaſy as poſſible, if you wiſh the 

kingdom to remain and flouriſh. 
AN high birth that is not ſuſtained by vi- 
tue, is like a great name fixed upon a dirty pok. 
| . [ 
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J knew a young rich man of quality, who 
was extremely proud of his family, and looſe 
in his morals. His large fortune enabled him 
to keep a number of ſervants : among the reſt 
he had a page (the ſon of a neighbouring gen- 
tleman) who was bleſt with a commendable 
diſpoſition to learning ; but his father's mis- 
fortunes had obliged him to eat the bread of a 
ſtranger. Whilſt they were both children, the 
diſtinction of maſter and ſervant were ſcarce 
perceptible ; but as they grew up, the young 
nobleman, by the flattery of his companions, 
grew proud, and began to keep his page at a 
diſtance. He would now hardly deign him a 
caſt of his eye; but when he delivered his 
commands would turn his head another way. 
What was the conſequence ? The extravagant 
youth ſoon ſquandered away his eſtate, and 
was obliged to ſeek foreign ſervice; for his 
conduct was too notorious to expect encou- 


Tagement 
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ragement in his own country. His faithful alone 
page, who was unwilling to leave his maſter in top. 
| diftreſs, ſerved the ſame prinee, and is now a to re 
general, whilſt his former proud maſter re- and 
mains yet an enſign. This example may grant 

ferve to convince us, that virtue and merit, 

rather than birth or fortune, ſhould be our 
1 


touchſtone, if we mean to form a right judg- 
ment of men. | 

Tre world may, not improperly, be re- 
ended 2s: 2 Wide plain, in which every man 
erects his own monument. There are vacant 
places left near thoſe which ſome of our excel- 


lent kings have built. Providence hath re- cann 
ſerved one of theſe vacancies for Your Rovai ordir 
HiohxEss. Begin betimes, my dear SIR, to En 
collect your materials. e T 

IT is one man's whole employment to weave | Ors 
the garland that muſt adorn the column. Vou natic 
have many labourers to aſſiſt you; but you tive 


2 alone 
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alone will be allowed to fix the crown on the 
top. In the very moment when you are about 
to reſign your life, yourſelf muſt climb the pile, 
and finiſh it with your own hand. Heaven 
grant it a long and happy duration ! 


I am, &c. 
Ulrichſdahl, June 11, 
1751. 


LETTER XXX... 

HE hall, on the left ſide of the ſtair- 
caſe in the palace at Drottningholm, 
cannot indeed boaſt of any thing very extra- 
ordinary; yet it contains five pictures, by 

ERRENSTRAHL, that deſerve ſome notice. 
Tux firſt is a portrait of the peaſant PeTzR 
Orssox, who, in the grand council of the 
nation, was ſpeaker for that part of the legilla- 
tive power to which he belonged, He had the 
| honour 


184 LETTERS To A 
honour to ſtand godfather to Prince * CHARLES 
GusTAVE, and afterwards, by command of 


the Dowager Queen ELEonoRA, to fit for his 
picture. Plain natural ſenſe is often preferable 
to a poliſhed underſtanding, The firſt of theſe 


Is 
® Ta1s young prince was CnARTESs the XII. who was 
born, during the ſeſſions of the Diet, in the year 1682. The 
engliſh reader may, perhaps, not be diſpleaſed with the follow. 
ing anecdote concerning this peaſant, An original letter being 
handed about in a ſecret committee, which was appointed to 
enquire into a certain affair concerning England, PIII 
Or.s8s0n, who was one of the members, aſked the reaſon, 
why he might not read the letter as well as the reſt? Adding, 
that he was unwilliug to diſpenſe with any privilege belong- 
ing to the body which be had the honour to repreſent, He 
was anſwered, * that the letter was wrote in Engliſh, a lan- 
© guage he did not underſtand,* No matter, ſaid the peaſant, 
| «1 haveright to ſee it.” Upon which he took the letter, and, 
without heſitation, read it in his own tongue, T he commit- 
tee could ſcarce believe their ears, till he explained the mira- 
de, by telling them that he had been twenty years a ſailor, 
Nd that he Engliſh was not the only foreign language with 
which be was acquainted, 


is viſib 
old ma 


wrote | 


YOUNG PRINCE. 185 
P viſible in the countenance of this venerable. 
old man. Under the picture are theſe verſes, 
wrote by Count LinNDsCH1OLD, 


Deputed by the peaſants of the land, 
This PzsTER Olsson to the diet came, 

And had the honour, for his tribe, to ſtand 
A-Sponſor, when the Prince receiv'd his name. 
He, though a peaſant, reaſon'd with the beſt, 
And could both ſpeak and drink for all the reft. 


Tuis honour was alſo attended with conſi- 
derable profit. He was preſented with a ſilver 
tankard of fifty ounces, together with a hun- 
dred ducats z but, which was of more conſe- 


quence, - his eſtate was exempted from all taxes, 
ſo long as he, or his wife, ſhould live. He died 
in the year 1692, and lies buried in the church- 
yard at Glanſhammer. This picture is one of 
the pleaſing proofs, that our former kings loved 

and 
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and honoured thoſe that were truly honour- 
able, in whatſoever rank they appeared. 

THz ſtates of Sweden were alſo reſponſible 
at the baptiſm of Your RoyaLt Hichntss, 
The preſent they made you on the occaſion, 
was that of their united hearts. Be careful, 
how you forfeit ſo valuable a gift: it is an of- 
fering, which a truly royal mind will think in- 
eſtimable. A 

Tux ſecond piece is a picture of the ſpaw- 
maſter at Meddevi, with his two ſons. The 
old man has a ſober, chearful, and venerable 
look ; but one of the young ones ſeems to 
have been no enemy to his bottle. EHREN- 
STRAHL, who knew that vice ought not to 
be flattered, has made his vitiated ſtomach and 
ſtupified ſenſes appear in the dulneſs of his 
eyes, which plainly ſhew us that he drank 


more pernicious brandy than wholeſome ſpaw- 
water. At the bottom are the figures 1686. 
TRE 


THe 


a creat 


frequen 


coaſts o 
are terr! 
other C 
theſe w 
va La 


© STRA 


EVE 
hunting 
verſion 
of a kir 
led ſeve 
once h 
of Stoc| 
per, 1 
great d 
his une 


cerning 
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Tux third is the picture of a white bear: 


a creature ſeldom ſeen in Sweden, but very 


frequently in Iceland, and on other lands and 


coaſts of the Northern Ocean. Theſe animals 


are terribly voracious, and more dreadful than 
other of their ſpecies. Below the bear are 
theſe words, * Urſum hunc aquaticum, e No- 


© va Zembla, depinxit D. KoR EnREN- 


| * STRAHL, 1686. 


SEVERAL of our kings were lovers of bear- 
hunting. GHARLEs XI. followed this di- 
verſion at Kongſoer, as often as the buſineſs 
of a king would allow. His late Majeſty kil- 
led ſeveral hundreds with his own hand. He 
once happened to find one within half a mile 
of Stockholm, which he ſtabbed with his han- 
ger. I have often ſeen that reſolute prince in 
great danger from theſe ſtrong creatures ; but 
his unequalled courage, and cool temper, con- 
cerning which his own lips were always nobly 

ſlülent, | 
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ſilent, were his conſtant ſecurity. Our un- 
daunted CHARLEs XII. had a ſingular me- 
thod, of taking theſe animals. His chief ad- 
miral, the late Count SParRE, and General 
Horn, both men of uncommon ſtrength, 
were remarkably dextrous at this ſport. They 
were armed- with no other weapon than a 
wooden fork, which they fixed on the neck of 
the bear, whilſt he was engaged with the dogs, 
and thus held him down till the huntſman had 
caught his fore-paws in a ſling, and thruſt 2 
gag between his jaws. He was then led in 
triumph, upon his hind-feet, to Kongſoer. 
Thus did that Prince prepare himſelf, by this 
noble exerciſe, ſor the real employment of a 
heroe. 

Tux fourth picture is that of a large daniſh 
maſtiff, no doubt, a court-favourite, drawn 
in the year 1696. I ſuppoſe his chief merit 
lay in dirtying the chairs and the ladies petti- 


coats; 
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coats ; galloping before the coach, and now 
and then overſetting a page ; in ſtealing meat, 
terrifying the country-girls, and harbouring 
yermin : yet, in ſloth and idleneſs, he enjoyed 
a blefling, which many a worthy man takes 
great pains to deſerve; I mean the favour of 
the royal family. His name and occupation, 


j lire thoſe of numbers of his contemporaries, 

| ſeem to have died along with him. 

| One might wonder how it happens, that 

; fathleſs, inconſtant man ſhould love dogs for 
their fidelity, if we did not know that virtue is 

generally eſteemed, even by vice itſelf. 

$ THe fifth is marked thus, D. KLotck- 
a © ER, fec. Ann. 1671; by which, we learn 
that it was painted before he took the name of 
EHRENSTRAHL, in conſequence of his being 
enobled. The ſubject is a weary, or idle, 
hunter with his dogs about him. This piece 
may be more eaſily paſſed by in ſilence, as the 
deſign 
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deſign and colouring are much inferior to the 
reſt. 

Ir Your ROYAL HiGHNEss ſhould be 
pleaſed with this - kind of deſcription, I ſhall 
not want matter for a-comintation of our cor- 
. reſpondence, which will grow more important, 
in proportion as we approach the queen's apart- 

ment; yet it is a little uncertain, how ſoon [ 
ſhall have time and opportunity to reſume the 


agreeable employment. 


I am, &c, 
Aug. 29, 1751. 


LETTER XXXII. 

F NE New-year's-day in the morning, an Ta. 

| old grey headed man came, amongſt a You, | 

crowd of viſitors, to @ certain young gentle- beſtow 

man, and addreſſed him in the following man- e. 

ner. It may ſeem a little ſtrange to you, Who h 
Sir, 
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6 dir, that, whilſt others come to wiſh you 
« happineſs, I ſhould dare to importune you in 
ge « my own favour.” The good- natured youth, 
Ml interrupting him, ſaid, In giving me an op- 
5 © portunity to oblige you, you make me really 
it © happy 3 for happineſs is the natural conſe- 
© quence of good actions. What is your re- 
« queſt?? + My requeſt,” replied the old man, 
© is that you would grant me a life of ſeveral 
© hundred years. It is in your power for 1 
© promiſe you to regard every day of my life 
* 3 a joyful New-year's-day, which you ſhall 
think fit to diſtinguiſh with any viſible mark 
* of the improvement of your heart, mind, or 
conduct. | | 
„un Tux requeſt of this old man is no leſs mine. 
ſt a You, my dear SIR, have it in your power to 


beſtow on me, in my ſolitude, a patriarchal 
ge, Long life is an improper wiſh for one, 
vio hath had enough of the world; but to 


pro- 
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prolong my days in this manner, would make 
me extremely happy. To receive my length 
of life from fo dear a hand, will be a double 
fatisfaRtion. Gon grant Your Rox AL Hich- 
NESS many real years, all compoſed of three 
hundred and ſixty-five of my ideal ones | May 
Heaven crown your labours with honour, and 
grant me tranquillity ! thus ſhall we both be 
bleſt with our proper reward. The year may 
change; but no change whatſoever, ſo long as 
I am on this ſide the grave, ſhall make the leaſt 
alteration in the zeal and affection, with which 
Jam, | 


Your, &c. 


LET: 
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LETTER XXXIlt, 
* only chalm i in my rural felicity, 1 is 
| the want of thoſe agreeable hours, in 


which I uſed to rejoice in Your RoyaL 


e | 
HicHNess's growing ſenſe and patient atten- 
| Fi 
tion to my advice. Were I deprived, by my 
| 
abſence, of this epiſtolary converſation, I ſhould 
e 


be miſerable. My chief intention is, and ought 
to be, to render my letters uſeful and en- 
tertaining; and as I know by an experience 
which hath often made me hoarſe, that you 
have no averſion to moral tales and fables, I 
have reſolved to tranſmit to you one or the other, 
of theſe, at leaſt, once a week. My friends 
50P, la FONTAINE, and la MoTTE, have 
accompanied me hither. It might, perhaps, 
be more adviſeable to begin with ſome produc» 
tion of theirs, than with the fruit of my own 
imagination, In the country it is moſt natural 

Vol. I. 1 to 
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to ſpeak of rural things; I will, therefore, re- 
late to you the ſtory of the two ſhepherds. 
Trex is, certainly, no bleffing fo much 
in our own power, 'as the acquiſition of a good 
name. I have been told of a certain ſhepherd 
who ſo effectually gained the character of a 
ſenfible and honeſt man, that he became the ora- 
le of che village in which he Iived. His inte- 
grity was ſo undoubted, that every thing in di. 
pute was depoſited in his hands, till the right 
owner was made out. His good &iſpoſition 
made him always endeavour to bring contend- 
ing parties to agreement ; and, whenever he 
was choſen arbitrator, his decrees were juſt and 
without appeal. 
A Coop name, Rike the beams of a clear 
ſun, fpreads far and wide. The wile king 
who, at that time, ſat upon the throne, re- 


warding merit without reſpe& of perſons, cal- 
hed the ſhepherd from his obſcurity, put bis 
honelty 


| for } 


ſlept 
henſi 
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honeſty and underſtanding to the proof; and, 


in proportion to his growing capacity, gave 
him one employment after another, till, with- 
out either cunning or ambition, he roſe, in a 
ſhort time, to the very pinnacle of honour ; 
inſomuch that no affair of conſequence was de- 
termined without the ſhepherd's advice, Wile 
counſellors are to a king, what the compaſs is 
to a ſailor: fo long as theſe are followed, all 
goes well, This monarch knew no danger ; 


| for he was univerſally beloved. His people 
ſlept in peace; for labour was not appre- 
henfive of want. The innocent knew no 
fear ; for they were ſure of protection. Vice 
and envy alone trembled, and were ftran- 
gers to reſt; for wickedneſs was perſecuted b 
and virtue rewarded with the crown of for- 
tune, | 

Dux this happy ſerenity, it chanced 
that one of the ſhepherd's old friends returned 


I 2 from 
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from a long journey. He haſted immediately 
to the capital, to worſhip the Sun, whoſe kind 
anfluence was the cauſe of ſo much felicity to 
his country; but how was he overjoyed to 
find his old companion ſeated at the king's 
right-hand The ſhepherd, whoſe change of 
fortune had -made no impreſſion on his vir- 
tue, was equally rejoiced at the arrival of his 
friend, See 

WHEN they were retired together in the 
evening, the old experienced ſtranger could 
not help reminding the prune miniſter of the 
imminent danger to which, by his exalted ſi- 
tuation, he was naturally expoſed ; he quoted 
a thouſand examples to warn his friend, and 
concluded thus: Iremember to have heard 
of a blind man, who, in feeling for his 
< ſtaff, took up a ſerpent, Riff with cold. A 


< traveller, paſſing by, obſerved his miſ- 
take, and bade him throw it away; but 
« be 
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che diſregarded the wholeſome advice, and: 
«received a. mortal ſting for his increduli- 
© ty. Thou doſt not want ſenſe to find the 
„moral.“ | 

Tat ſhepherd” was, indeed, at firſt, a little 
uneaſy ; but as he could reproach himſelf with 
nothing criminal, and foreſaw no danger, he- 
continued to do. his duty with his uſual dili- 
gence and fidelity; and might have governed: 
the kingdom to the end of his life, had not 
the repeated attempts of his crafty enemies, at 
laſt, found means to create ſuſpicion in the 
king. He was accuſed of having built a pa- 
lace with the fruits of bribery and oppreſſion. | 
His majeſty, who, in a caſe which concerned. 4 
the reputation of 2 ſubject, would truſt to | 


I 3 


reign. 


no eyes but his own, honoured the ſhepherd 

A with a viſit ; but found neither his houſe nor | 
miſ- furniture to exceed his rank, nor likely to have | 
a colt more money than the bounty of his fove-- | 
« he = 
| 
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reign. might well have afforded. So far from 
condemning, he praiſed the ſhepherd. for hay- 
ing diſtributed a part of his wealth among 
artificers and labouring people; which they 
have a right to expect from the rich. His 
enemies were reproved for their falſe accuſa- 
tion; but, to excuſe the firſt, they immedi- 
ately imagined a ſecond; for there is no vice 
more fruitful than lying. One lye is ſure to 
beget another, if it de not cruſhed in the 
birth. + May it pleaſe your Majeſty,” fa 
they, the ſhepherd has more cunning than to 
« expoſe his riches to the eyes of the world: he 
© has a private cheſt filled with gold and jew- 
« els of more value than your whole king- 
dom.“ The king paid him a ſecond viſit, 
found the cheſt, and commanded him to open 
it. The ſhepherd would gladly have excuſed 
bimſelf, by aſſuring his Majeſty that it con- 
tained nathing which could poſſibly awake any 


bl 


oC 5 
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one's curioſity ; but his reſiſtance only ſerved 
to augment the ſuſpicion of. all that were pre- 
ſent. The cheſt was opened; and what does 
Your ROYAL Hichness imagine it held? 
Nothing but his old ſhepherd's habit and 
crook, He now remembered his friend's 
ſtory of the blind man, ſtript off his fine 

0 apparel,, laid them in the cheſt, put on his 
old clothes, and returned to his native vil- 
lage; firmly reſolved, regardleſs of a king's 
promiſes or commands, to ſpend his laſt day 
in the ſame humble cattage in which he ſaw 
the firſt, 

THesE are, indeed, my words; but the 
{ubje is taken from a book with which Your 
Royalt-HiGHNEss is well acquainted. No- 
thing depreſſes the mind of an. honeſt man 
more than ſuſpicion. Nothing more difables 
an uſeful ſubject from doing his duty, than to 
e any Wi Leny his integrity its proper confidence. A 
14 king 
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king ſhould, by all means, put the truth of 
thoſe he would uſe in affairs of importance to 
the proof; but, when he is once affured, pru- 
dence and juſtice ſhould ſtop his ears againſt 
calumny. In the caſe before us, I cannot 
help approving the ſhepherd's reſolution to die 
ina cottage. A prince who is governed by 
ſuſpicion will torture himſelf, and drive bi. 
ſudjects to deſpair, 
: Fam, 
Alke, June 8, 


1752. 


LETTER XXXIV. 

NF HAT firange, unaccountable, crea- 
E” tures. are we! that even a feather, a 
hutter-fly, a; nothing, ſhould, be able to put. 
us out of humour! How have I,, poor old 
man, been, this day, tormented! A virtuoſs 
on the lute (who would have dream. of a Jute 
a within 
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within ten miles of this place?) muſt needs 
come to inſiſt, whether I would of not, on 
diſplaying his muſical talents before me. The 
lute, I know not why, always made me me- 
lancholy: I, therefore, excuſed myſelf as well i 


- as I could, but, doubtleſs, not. ſo well as L. 


ought to have done; for the murmuring mu- 
fician gave me to underſtand, that I muſt have 
but little taſte for the liberal arts. I confeſs, . 
the man's preCipitate judgment vexed me: not 
ſo much from the importance of the thing, as 
that one man ſhould. aſſume ſo abfolute an 
authority over the taſte of another. Why 
ſhould 1 be obliged to love the muſick of he 
late? or what could be a greater piece of ty- 
ranny, than for. any man to deny me an inno- 
cent pleaſure, .which may happen to be diſa 
agreeable to him? Yet what is more comõ 
than to ſee almoſt every man amongſt us out 
I. 5. oft 


* 
* 4 — . 
„„ 
% 


- 
* 
2. 
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* 
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of humour with. thoſe that refuſe to fall in 
with. our taſte? A lover of company is called, 
by a lover of ſolitude, . an idle fellow ;* whilf 
the latter is called, by the firſt, © a miſanthro- 
« piſt.” An illiterate man. © wonders how [ 


© ean amuſe myſelf with a book; and a ſtu- 


dious one is © wearied to death with the tongue 


© of a talkative dunce. A fine lady is © ſur- 
© prized how any. woman living can ſpend her 


© time in domeſtic affairs; whilſt ſhe is called, 
by the houſewife, an aſſembly puppet.” A 


hunter laughs at the fiſherman's ( patience ; 


and the fiſherman taunts the hunter with his 


+ uſeleſs fatigue.” A man of refined delicacy 


zegards a good homely diſh. with contempt, 
and © pities our ignorance ;* whilſt a plain · 
eater is © out. of patience with your ragous and 
„ ickſhaws. In ſhort, every profeſſion, all 
amuſements, all taſte, each branch of learning) 


every 
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every ſcheme of life, is alternately condemned: 
as if one creature were accountable to another 
for his peculiar ſenſations or pleaſurable ideas. 
This infinite variety of taſte, and humour, is 
the only means to make the vaſt creation uſe- 
ful, to leave no duty unperformed, and to bring 
arts and ſciences to the height of perfection. 

A SOVEREIGN prince ſhould, by no means, | 
curb the allowable inclination of any man: it. 
ſhould, rather, be his care to employ the dif- 
ferent. talents of every individual ſubject, to 
publick advantage. This ſtage of life would 
de ſtrangely filled, were every, one to attempt. 
the part of an hero; or, a whole world of 
ſtateſmen. would make wonderful confuſion. 
in politics. Your ROYAL HiGHNEss, no 
doubt, remembers the ſenſible fable of the 
bloody war between the lion and. the eagle; in 
what. manner each aſſembled his troops, and 
formed: 
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formed his plan of battle; how the bear; as. 
muſter-maſter-general, diverted himſelf with, 


the hare and afs ; and how the whole army 


kughed at. theſe. two extraordinary ſoldiers; 
but'how wiſely the lion told them, that it was. 


the duty of a king to penetrate into the different 


abilities of his ſubjects, and to employ each ac-. 
tording to his natural genius. Were I,” fays. 
the lion, to appoint the aſs or hare to be the- 
© leaders of my army, I ſhould act impru- 
© dently and ridiculouſſy. Tue latter ſhall be 
&. my courier, and the voice of the firſt ſhall: 
give the ſignal of battle.” 

Hence we may learn, that a wiſe king may. 
find employment for the very leaſt of his ſub- 
jects. This is, indeed, a ſtrange digreſſion 
from my lute : no matter; I was glad to get 
quit of it upon any terms; for it caſts a damp. 
upon my ſpiris, and thoſe of a governor ſhould 
be 
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be always alert: but age, deſtructive age; .pur-. 
ſues me, and hath left me little more merit 
than, as I have ** die. 


Fkeroe; June 15, | 
1752- 


LET T ER. XXXV. 


MoN$SEIGNEUR; . 
L me paroit ſi ſimple, fi juſte, et ſi natureli 
de ſe vanter du ſoverain bonheur d'etre 

bien dans l'eſprit de Votre ALTESSE 11 : 
que je wai pu me defendte de montrer, à mes. 
voilins, les deux lettres quelle m'a fait la grace 
de m'ẽcrire. Je debutois par, .* Jag ſkal be- 

Srætta' (I will acquaint you) comment, le 


Prince n'ecrit point frangois ! -s'Ecrierent mes 
auditeurs, Je me mordois. les levres et conti- 


Nuois,.. 
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nuois,, En lyklig tidning* (alucky tiding.) I 
ne fait donc pas le frangois, interrompit en- 
core quelqu'un. Indignẽ de leurs queſtions, 
je repliois ma lettre, je la ſerrois, et je me mis 
2 parler de la pluye et du beau tems. Vous 
me demandres, peut-Etre, MoxskIN EUR, 
pourquoi je ne repliquois pas à ces meſlieurs ? 
C'eſt que dans cette province - ci les gens ſont 
incredules au poſſible, et malheureuſement on 
dit qu' ils le ſont encore d avantage en Weftrg- 
gothie; qu'il y a des tetes de fer, que toutes 
les paroles. du monde ne perſuaderoient pas, et 
qui; veulent tout voir noir ſur blanc. Je vais 
demain a Hellekis, et mon embarras eſt ex- 
treme : je ſupplie Votre AL TESsE ROYALE 


de me faire la grace de m'en tirer, et de me 
mettre a meme de pouvoir convaincre tous les 
incredules du pays, qu'elle ſcait la langue fran- 
goiſe mieux qu'ils ne la ſauront de leur vie. 


- N' alles. 


x” = a nm Te. 1 
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N'alles pas MoxsEIGN EUR, s'il vous: 
plait, prendre cect pour une fantaiſie à moi, 
qui connoit trop le prix du - ſouvenir, et des 
dontes, dont vous młhonorẽs, pour voulcir 
gener Votre Ar TESsR ROYALE ſur la forme 
qu'elle peut juger a propos d employer pour 
me les annoncer: au contraire,. apres avoir lu, 
reld, et reld. les deux lettres. ineſtimables, qui 
me ſont venues de ſa part, elles ne m' ont rien 
laiſſe à deſirer. Le naturel qui y regne eſt le 
vrai language du our, infiniment plus per- 
ſuaſif que tout le? clinquant que l' eſprit y peut 
ajouter. | 

Þ ai Vhonneur d'etre, avec la fidelite la plus 
inviolable, et le plus tendre reſpect, 


De Votre At:TEs9t Rov Al, 
| MoNnSEIGNEUR,, 
Ekeroe, le 22 Juin, 


1752, 
le treès-humble, &c. 


OE —— 
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TRANSLATION ef the foregoing 
LETTER. 
T ſcemed ſo natural, and fo juft, to boaſt 
of my happineſs, in being honoured with 
2 place in Your RorAL Hicnness's eſteem, 
that I could not avoid reading your two letters 
in the preſence of ſome of my country neigh- 
bours. I began with. Jag ſkal berætta (I 
will acquaint you with). What!“ cries my 


audience, does not the prince write French!“ 
I:bit my lip, and proceeded with, en lyklig 
6. tidning” (a piece of good news) © And fo he 
does not underſtand French?“ interrupts an- 
| Other. Out of all patience at their exclama- 
tions, doubts, and queſtions, I folded my let- 


ter, and began to talk of the weather. Vour 
Royar Hronxxss may, perhaps, aſk me, 
why I did not anſwer theſe gentlemen ? It was 
becauſe I knew the people of this province to- 


be 
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be extremely incredulous ; and, unfortunately; 
I am told that thoſe of Weſtrogoth are yet: 
more ſo; that there are certain iron heads. 
among them, whom no words can perſuade, 
whom nothing but black upon white will ſas 
tisfy, To-morrow I am going to Hellekis,. 
and am extremely embarraſſed with. my ſitua- 
tion, I muſt intreat Your RoY AL Hignittss: 
to make me eaſy, by putting it in my power: 
to convince. theſe. uribelieving folks, that you, 
underſtand the french language better than 
they will ever. be able to do, as. long as they 
ls. 

I noe, Sin, you will not imagine this to 
be a meer fancy of my own. I ſet too great a. 
ralve on che kind place in your tnemory, with. 
which you are pleaſed to hotiour me, ever to, 
limit the manner in which you ſhall think pro- 
per to acquaint mne with it. On the contrary, 
aer having read, over and over again, your. 
twe. - 
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two ineſtimable letters, 1 have not a wiſh left 
vnaccomliſhed. The natural good ſenſe that 
wines in every part of them, is the true lan- 
guage of the heart, infinitely more perſuaſive 
than all the ſuperfluous tinſel that wit could 
poſſibly have added. 

Wirn the moſt inviolable fidelity, and tene 
der reſpeQ, -I have the honour to be 


Your,, &c. 
Ekeroe, June 22, 
1752. 


LETTER XXXVI. 

H ATE always counted sor among the 
number of my friends, and think I have 
great reaſon to. do ſo; for who can. be more 
my friend, than he who inſtructs me agree- 
ably? Yet I muſt own that we differ in ſome 
wifling particulars, I cannot help wondering 

| & 


ene 
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why he ſhould have given himſelf fo much 
trouble to invent ſo many improbable fables, 
when he might have found real virtues in the 
Brute creation ſufficient to inſtruct, and im- 
prove the morals of, the rational world. 

I REMEMBER a tame lion, into whoſe den 
a certain cruel fellow threw a poor little dogs 
in full aſſurance of ſeeing him immediately de- 
voured ; but, contrary to his expectations, the 
noble animal not only ſpared the victim, but 
ſoon honoured him with a particular affection. 
He regarded the dog as an unfortunate fellow- 
priſoner, who, on his part, in ſign of grati- 
tude, was conſtantly fawning about his gene- 
rous lord, They long, lived together in unin- 
terrupted peace and friendſhip. One watched 
whilſt the other ſlept. Firſt the lion fed, and 
then his i companion. In a word, the 
magnanimity of the one and the gratitude of 
the other had united them in the cloſeſt man- 
UEK 


— ow ———— 2 > — 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
. 


l 
| 
| 
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ner: but, alas, how ſeldom is happineſs of 
long duration! A careleſs, fat, maid-ſervant, 
happening to forget that athet creatures could 
no more live withaut victuals than herſelf, let 


our two friends remain twenty-four hours un- 


| provided. At laſt, recollecting her charge, ſhe 


brought them their uſual food ; when the dog,. 
forgetting the reſpect due to his ſuperior, un- 
fortunately catched at the firſt morſel, at the 


| expence of his life; for the angry lion inſtantly, 


ſcized his poor friend, and laid him ſprawling 
on the ground. Not only love and zeal, but 
Ringer too, I perceive, is blind. No ſooner 
had he perpetrated the hotrid deed, than it was 
followed by 4 ſevere and ſorrowful repentance. 
His dejection daily inereaſed. He continued 
to refule his food with herpic obſtinacy, and 


wlantatily pihed himſelf to death. 


Tais, my dear Sts, though a true tale, 
n less As inſtructive than many of Esor's 
© 222 Actions. 
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þQions, A prince without human weakneſs 
mult be more than man: he has no rem&dy 


every other mortal; I mean a noble confeſ- 


fon, ſincere repentance, and all poſſible reſti- 


A KING never aëts mote in conformity with 


his dignity, than in his endeavours to win the 


hearts of his people by deeds of clemency and 
paternal affection: the proper uſe of his power 
is to puniſh vice, and reward virtue. Hiſtory 
affords us but too many examples of princes 
acting on other principles, endeavouring to im- 
preſs the minds of their ſubjects with no other 
idea, but that of their might and magnificence, 
knowing no other uſe of their royal preroga- 
tive, but to pardon certain crimes, and diſtri- 
bute occaſional rewards, Royal virtues ſhould 
be hourly and univerſally apparent. Rewards, 
puniſhment, pardon, are often cloſely al- 


lied 
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lied to mere juſtice, and by no means arbi- 
trary: they are duties, for the performance of 
| which all kings are eſpecially accountable to 
the Supreme Being; but affability and uni. 
verſal kindneſs are virtues, in à manner, de- 
pendent on our own free-will ; which, there- 
fore, never fail to endear the ſovereign to his 
people, and lay them under eternal obliga- 
tions. | 

LEr others fix their happineſs in their 
ſtrength and grandeur : but may Your ROYAL 
H1GHNESs account it your greateſt feficity, 
to have been born with the power of marking 
every day of your life with acts of clemency 
and benevolence. High "birth may, indeed, 
give a man the privilege of ſaying, and doing, 
cruel things, without the fear of immediate 
puniſhment; but is not that privilege the very 
reaſon, why a generous mind will carefully avoid 
them ? It were a very poor boaſt to ſay, * 


1 6 have 
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t have done what I would: he is only great, 


who can ſay, © I have done what I ought,” 
How eaſy were it for the ALMIGHTY to an- 
nihilate us all? And what hourly provocation 
do we not give him to exerciſe that power ? 
But, Heaven be praiſed, his Eternal Might is 
built upon the foundation of mercy, and this 
our earth he hath called the kingdom of grace. 
Is it then reaſonable to imagine, that he will 
not expect his ſubſtitutes to govern according 
to his own laws ? or that he hath left them at 
liberty to follow the bent of their inclinations ? 
No, he hath given them the ſame free-will 
with the reſt of mankind ; for the right uſe of 
which we are all, here or hereafter, ſtrictly 
accountable, The only difference is, that, 
with regard to certain erimes, kings are ſum- 
moned immediately to the tribunal of Heaven, 
whereas we ſubjects are liable to the judgments 
o much inferior courts, before we are called, 


together 
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together with them, to appear in the preſence 
of the ALMIGHTY. | 

I F#zAR Your Royar Hicnness will 
think this moral epiſtle too grave; but the 
ſubject is of great importance: and though 
vou may not, at preſent, ſuſkciently conceive 
its conſequence; yet, young as you are, yout 
| good ſenſe will eaſily point out to you the pro- 
per repoſitory where ſuch things ought to be 
laid up, till the time of uſing them ſhall come: 
you will then, at leaſt, be convinced with what 
zeal for your true fame and felicity I have 
ever been | a 

Your, &c, 
Xkeroe, June 27, 
1732, 
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Ce 
LETTER XXXVII. 
vill | 
the FAB L E. 
oh ; The EAGLE and the MAGPIE. 
ive A EacLE proud, of birds the king, 
our Sunk to the earth on gentle wing, 
ro- Or to repoſe, or elſe to chat, 
be Not far from where a Mace fat, 
A Strange luck ! but when it needs will come, 
chat Or bird or beaſt may fit at home. 
WR A thruſh, or nightingale, or linnet 
Long might have ſat (the duce is in it) 
Before dame Fortune would have brought 
A king :—I know not where's the fault, 
But fortune by ſome trick of fate, 
Both ſong and ſongſter ſeems to hate. 
| Taz Macels, if we credit Fame, 
= Was chattering when the EacLz came: 
E I- 


For tongues by nature ſet a going 
Will rather talk, than not be doing, \ 
Vou, I. K To 


#3 LETTERS To a 
To ſtocks and ſtones. A bird of ſenſe, 
More merit, and leſs impudence, | 
Would when the king appear'd, have ſtood 
As ſtupid as a log of wood, 

Have bluſh'd and ftammer'd like a fool; 
But Maxcor knew this golden rule, 

If thou wou dſt ſpeed, at any rate 

© IxnTruDE, and leave the reſt to fate, 
But further : thus the cringing Prix, 
May heaven bleſs your majeſty ! 

What might, what wiſdom, and what care, 
To govern nations of the air ! 

* Could I, ſo poor, ſo mean, à thing, 
But hope to ſerve ſo great a king! 
The Eacue ſmil'd, and bade her own 
Her talent, if ſhe'd ſerve the crown. 

The monarch did not want for ſenſs, 

But tis an idle, vain, pretence 

(Witneſs tliis ſovereign of the ſkies} 

To ſay that flattery galls the wiſe, 


By 
Vi 


He'd 
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He'd oft been told, with more good things, 
That flattery is the bane of kings; 
But tell me who (confeſs the truth) 
Believ'd the leſſons of his Youth ? 
« My talents, tho' I ſay't, quoth ſhe, 
* I hope will pleaſe your majeſty, 
* 1 frankly I own, 1 cannot ſing; 


gut J can talk of every thing; 


Can tell you tales of wond'rous length: 
In elocution lies my firength.'—— 
Well, ſaith the EacLz, leave the plain; 
Thou haſt not ſeen thy king in vain. 

] love a bird ambition-fired : 

Thou ſhalt amuſe me when retired.” 
The EacuLt roſe upon the wind, 

And Mazxcor follow'd cloſe behind. 

At court no ſooner was ſhe ſeen 

But half a hundred took the ſpleen ; 

Yet all, with chearful ſmiling faces, 


Gave her much joy of the king's graces, 


K 2 Eacu 
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Ea cu day ſhe ſpent upon the wing, 
Collecting news to tell the king; 
But, with a human mem'ry curs'd, 
Forgot the good, and told the worſt ; 
Till every bird became ſuſpected, 
The monarch reſtleſs and dejected. 
One morning, with a heavy ſigh, 
The EacLe to his fav'rite Pre 
Thus ſpake. © Ah! tell me, faithful friend, 
© Where will this ſad dejeQtion end? 
« Sleep, balmy Neep, forſakes my bed: 
O, peace of mind, where art thou fled ! 
The Pix thus anſwer d, King of thunder 
Thou ert ſo ill ſerv'd, that tis no wonder. 
Thy flaves, it needs muſt be confeſs'd, 
Are bad enough to break thy reſt. 


* Yon Raven, your old caterer, 


' © Is grown ſo fat, that I'd aver 
He ſerves himſelf before the king, 
And eats the carrion he ſhould bring. 


© The 
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* The SWALLow too your ſwift courier, 


Neglects his duty, much, I fear; 
© For, yeſterday, in paſling by, 
«© He left his road to hunt a fly.— 
© Inſtead of ſinging as he ought, 
« Laſt night, believe me, Sir, I caught 
« Your laureat bard, the Ni uTINGALE 
* Employ'd in telling a lqve tale 
© To the gay GoLDF1NCH, maid of honour, - 
Who both ſat fighing in a corner. 
The Owr, your captain of the guard, 
* Declares the duty much too hard : 
« Laſt night, what er the cauſe might may be, 
He ſlept within a hollow tree. 
* Peace ! cries the king, thou horrid creature; 


What! wou'dft thou change the laws of nature? 
© Tis all a falſe invented tale; 


The Fix c can love no N1cHTINGALE ;, 


And nature's ſelf forbids the OwL 


To ſleep. Hence! tort'rer of my ſoul, 


K 3. Be- 
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and. fincerity.. There is no means by which. 


Before I knew thee I was bleſs'd: 
* *'Tis thou alone haſt broke my reft.* 
SHE fled ;. and as ſhe paſs'd the court, 8 
Its idol once, was now the ſport. 
But, to complete her ſad diſgrace, 
The gods condemn'd her future race, 
In mem'ry of this treach'rous Pix, 
To wag their tails eternally, 


Tris Eagle * no bad example to human 
kings. If he had continued te believe this one 
magpie, his court would ſoon have been full 
of them. Calumny ſhould be immediately 
ſtifled in the bud; for if it be once ſuffered to. 
ſhoot out, it will infallibly choke the flowers 


of peace, ſo neceſſary to the happineſs both of 5 
prince and people. May Your RoyaL Hion- | 
NESS never ſuffer a tale-bearer to uſurp the 8¹ 
place in your affection, which is due to truth. p 

ult 


4 
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+ king more effectually inſinuates himſelf in- 
to the hearts of his people, than by diſcovering. 
the poiſon which one man hath prepared for- 
another. "Thoſe who endeavour to pleaſe their 
maſter, by ſpeaking evil of their fellow ſer- 
vants, are frequently ſo blinded by ſelf-intereſt, 
as really to miſtake their own ambition or envy, 


for zeal and fidelity to their prince. 


I am, &c.. 
Leckoe, July 4, | 


1752, 


LETTER XXXVIE 
= peaſants who inhabit theſe high re- 
gions are, to a man, endowed with the 
gift of prophecy, They carefully obſerve the 
various phznomena of nature, which are the. 


uſual harbingers of dry or wet weather, and re- 
gulats their teil accordingly, If, in the morn- 


K 4, ing; 
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ing, the mbuntain- top be diſtinctly viſible, they 
conclude their labour will not be interrupted; 
but if, on the contrary, it happens to be wrapt 
up in black clouds, they promiſe themſelves a 
rainy day. 

THESE are very allowable divinations : it is 


even the duty of a peaſant, before he ſows or 


reaps, to be able to judge of foil and ſeaſon. | 


A phyſician prognoſticates from the pulſe of 
his patient. A ſailor foreſees the ſtorm, and 
furls his canvas before it comes. A prudent 
man. ſees far into the heart of his acquaintance, 
before he intruſts him with his confidence and 
friendſhip. I can hardly blame a young lady 
for believing her glaſs to be a true fortune-teller; 
but I am out of patience with thoſe who are 
ſo credulouſly weak, or ſuperſtitious, as to 
think the wiſeſt of us capable of ſeeing inte 
futurity. 


111 
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* IT is ſaid of one of the ancients, who, to 
his ſhame, was a man of learning, that, being 
told, by an aſtrologer, he would certainly die 
by the fall of an houſe, he lived eyer after in 
the open fields, left the prophecy ſhould prove 
true, One morning, as he lay aſleep on the 
graſs, an eagle, ſoaring with a tortoiſe in her 
talons, happened. to miſtake his bald head for a 
| tone, and, in order to break the ſhell, drop- 
ped it perpendicularly down, and. daſhed out 
his brains: ſo that the death of this ſuperſtiti- 


ous old man was really occaſioned by the fall 


of a houſe, the houſe of a tortoiſe. This was 
K 5 the. 


* The author, no doubt, alludes to the death of Æſchy- 


lus, related by Pliny the elder, who, if I miſtake not, 
makes no mention of this prediction. I do, indeed, re- 
member to have ſome where met with it; but fanſy it was,, 
that he ſhould die by a weapon from heaven, and not by the 
fall of a houſe, The tory, however, as the author relates 


it, is well adapted to the ſubject: Si non & vero, & bes 
vorato,, 
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the puniſhment due to his credulity ; and, by: J 
no nie#ns, the neceſfary conſequence of tbe n 
alli oget's prediction. 

A PRUDENT ſuſpence between hope and tis 
fear ſerves to keep us alett, and make us: ro) 
eateful. It is our duty to provide for our ſecu- ant 
rity, and,. by allowable means,: to- endeavour I a 
at happineſs. Were it poſſible for a king to 

ſore - ſee all the trouble and uneaſineſs inſepa- | E 


rably attached to the weight of government, 
his rei gn would be greatly imbittered before- 
hand. Let us not perplex ourſelves with vain 
enquiries into, things that are wiſely concealed: 
from our knowledge, but. ſubmit our fate to 
the diſpenſation of Providence. The beſt pro- 
phecy of happineſs is a virtuous life. 

YET, though I have ſaid ſo much againſt 
ſecond ſight, there is one thing which I dare 
take upon me to foretel ; namely, that I, and 


all Sweden, will never ceaſe, to love Your 
| 1 Royal 
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Roy Al HicHNnEss, The planets that give: 
me this aſſurance, are the bright lamps of vir- 
tue, which, heaven be praiſed, T have the ſa- 
tisfaRtion to ſee hourly lighting up in your: 
royal heart. Theſe, more and more, confirm, 
and eftabliſh. the ſincere veneration with which: 


I am, 
Your, &c.. 


Hellekis, July 18, 
1754. 


EE TE ER AXXEC. 
—_— I had the honour to ſee Your: 
ROVAL HiGcHNsss, I have made a pret- 


ty conſiderable tour in this province; but will. 
avoid giving you. a. deſcription of the places, 
and things I have ſeen, leſt it ſhould ſatisfy 
that curioſity which. I hope will, one day,, 
bing you. into this part of the kingdom; or 
ulicipate the pleaſure you may expect from, 

8 


— 
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| the firſt ſight of fo fine a country. I intend, 


in my return, to ſee the famous ſluice at Troll 
bætta, which was the firſt fruit of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign. I think alſo of climbing 
the ſteep Hunneberg, where I hope to mect 
with ſome foſſils, that are yet wanting in my 
cabinet. The high wind, my troubleſome 
companion on my whole journey, put me in 
mind of one of La FoNTAINE's fables, which 


will enable me to perform my engagement for. 
this week. 


. 
The Sun and the WIN p. 


j * heard both French, and Phrygian Zlop 


ſay, 
| 'That Boreas bald and Phebus bright, 
As jogging on their way, 
Diſputed which could ſhew moſt might. 


I. 


op 


Th 
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Th' impatient Wind, with wrangling not content, 
Propos'd a wager, knock-down argument: 
« To end the matter, let us try our (kill. 
Bright emp'ror of the ſkies, 
© I'll lay you what you will,” 
Old bluſt'ring Boreas cries, 
© Yon careful mortal, wrapt within his cloak, 
* Shall, in leſs time than I have ſpoke, 
* Behold his mantle, without much a-do, 
* In ſpite of all his efforts, hurl'd 
With hoods and cauls ta th' backſide of the: 
world,” 
He needs not fear ſo much from you.” 
6. EN. maſter Wind, reply'd the Sun, 
AT would be too hard to loſe his cloak; 
What hath the poor man done ? 
*. But let us have the joke.” 
Now raging Boreas blew a puff, 


But 'twas a puff in vain ;—— 


In vain, for lo! the ſtruggling wight 


Fix'd.firm his hat, and held his mantle tight. 
8 Sal! 
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ol cries the Wind, but thou ſhalt have enough. 
Thos ſaying, forth he ſent a blaſt, 
And ſwore that it ſhould be his laſt 
Tf now he held his cov'ring faſt. 
A hurricane of ſand and pebbles flew 
About his ears, and duſt his eyes bedimm'd. 
Now many a ſtocking white, and garter blue, 
Were ſhewn. A hundred hats, at once, now 
kimm'd 
The battlement; and hov'ring fell 
On the rough ſtream : yet, ſtrange to tell! 
In ſpite of all this revel-rout, ' 
He held, his mantle, and the Wind gave out. 
But milder Phebus ſmiling gan appear; 
All nature lives a-new ; 
The traveller moving forward, knew no fear, 
And, on his ſhoulder, back his mantle threw. 
But now a hotter gleam ſucceeds : | 
e ſweats, and murmurs, * Faith, a ſcorching 


day l? 


Now 
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Now pants and blows, now ſtops, and now pro- 
Tee, 
Now caſts his cloak away. 


Learn, ſons of wind, and all your kin, 
To bluſter's not the way to win. 


Tuus, my dear 81 R, you ſee that it is. 
much. eaſier to perſuade than to compel. A 
prince who governs his people with mildneſs- 
and good nature, when the inſeparable well- 
being of their king and country requires it, 


will ſee them ſubmit chearfully to the greateſt: | 
hardſhips ; nay, like this traveller, even part 
with their very apparel, in caſe of neceſſity. 
Compulſion is the mother of Diſcontent, the- 


greateſt miſery of human nature.. 


p Tat fable, as Your Rovyar. HicHness: 
will eafily perceive, is entirely borrowed, and. 
perhaps rather disfigured than embelliſhed by 

W 


the 


—— f ,,, ,, — - — 


— . ˙ » g —- " I. 
— — — 
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the manner of telling it: but what. I have to 
add is abſolutely my own ; which is, that I am, 
and ever ſhall be, * 
Your, &c. 
Uddewalla, July 25, 
| 1752 


LETTER XL. 

IEN n'eſt plus naturel, que de recevoir 

les lettres des princes avec reſpect et in- 

terèt. Le reſpect. apartient, de droit, à ceux 
dont la naiſſance fixe la 1 et U interct 
guide ceux qui ont encore la leur à faire. 
Quant a moi, qui ſuis. un eourtiſan malhabile 
et un philoſophe ſans ambition, je viens de re- 
cevoir celle que Votre ALTESSE ROYALE 
m'a fait la grace de m'ecrire, avec les tranſ- 


ports de la plus vive joye, uniquement par- 


ce qu'elle me vient de la main d'un prince 


aimable, et dont la premiere qualité eſt de ſe 
faire 
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frire homme, er cultivant les vertus qui 
font honneur a I'humanite. C'eſt un ſecret 
hardi, mais qui n'en eſt pas moins vrai, qu'tl 
y a malheureuſement des princes qui, au 
sfaut de ces vertus, ne ſont pas au rang des 
hommes. 

JE me rejouis auſſi d'apprendre que vous vous 
plaiſes, Monſeigneur, a vous faire raconter 
les traits les plus brillans de Phiſtoire acien- 
ne; mais je n'en ſuis. pag moins ſur, que, fi 
le tems avoit efface ces memes traits, Votre 
ALTESSE ROYALE formeroit, par ſon propre 
vol, des examples a Vunivers, et que l' anti- 
quite n'a point d' autre merite que celui d'etre 
venue avant elle. Tant mieux pour nos jours ! 
nous ne vous en cherirons pas moins, et votre 
empire ſur nos cœurs ne ferx pas moins de 
durke. | 

Tout empire, forme par ta force et la haine, 
Ne dure gueres plus d'un jour ; 
Au 
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Au lieu, qu'eternelle eſt la chaine 
Que forgent Feſtime et Vamour. 
On m'a mande quelques unes de vos de ons: 


elles font, Monſeigneur, les plus j tes dy 


monde, et fraptes au coin de cette lumiere rel 
admirable qui caracteriſe votre eſprit. 0 
Osero1s-je auſſi, à mon tour, propoſer- 8 
un queſtion à Votre ALTEsSE ROYALE ? ſa- * 
voir, lequel des deux doit, dans beſtime dun bu 
prince, tenir le pygraier. rang; ou celui qui pi 
flate ſes goũts, ou bien celui qui ne loue en Y 
lui que ce qui eſt veritablement louable ? Sil 1 
vagiſſoit de mon ayis, je dis of 
|  QuiAlexandre le Grand reſout Ia queſtion, ba 
It honnore Cratere, il aime Hepheſtion ; i 

Et voici la raiſon que ce prince en ſput rendre, Vi 
Lun eft-ami.du roi, Vautre J eſt d' Alexandre, i 

| | Je ſuis, &c. 

Hellekis, le 28 Jaillet, W 

| 1752+ la 
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TRANSLATION of the foregoing LETTER. 
5g TTERS wrote by princes, are com- 
monly received with views of ſelf-inte- 
xeſt and profound reſpet, The latter is due 
to thoſe whoſe birth hath, fix d their fortune, 
and the firſt is generally the guide of ſuch as 
are yet in purſuit of it. As to me, who am 
but a bungling courtier, and an unambitious, 
philoſopher, I received the letter, with, which, 
Your Royal Hiouness hath been pleaſed 
to honour me, without any emotion but that 
of the maſt real joy; becauſe it came from the 
band of an amiable prince, whoſe chief ſtudy 
is to become a Man, by cultivating ſuch. 
virtues as. do. honour to human nature, It 
ls a bold ſecret, but a very melancholy truth, 
that there are princes in the world, who, for 
want of thoſe virtues, hardly deſerve. to be. 


ranked among men. 


L 
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F rejoice to find that Your Roy AL Hic h- 
NESS makes the ſtudy of ancient hiſtory your 
chief amuſement ; that you-are already become 


acquainted ' with the moſt brilliant actions of 


antiquity. But I am no leſs ſure, if time had 


happened to efface them, that you would 


have ſoared, an example to the univerſe, on 
the ſtrength of your own wings; and that 
the ancients have no other advantage but that 
of having lived before you. So much the bet- 
ter for our days } you ſhall be no leſs dear to 
us for having lived later, and your empire over 
our hearts ſhall be no leſs durable. 


The hated empire built on pow'r 

May laſt, perchance, a ſingle hour; 
But the ſtrong tye will endleſs prove 
That binds us by Eſteem and Love. 
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I HAVE been deſired to communicate ſome 


of your deciſions. They are extremely juſt, 


and bear evidence of that penetration which 


is the admirable characteriſtic of your good 


ſenſe, May I, in my turn, propoſe a queſtion 
; to Your Royar HicHNness? Pleaſe to tell 
me, which of the two ought to hold the firſt 
8 place in a prince's eſteem, he that flatters his 
: taſte, or he who praiſes in him only that which 
3 is praiſe-worthy ? Were I to be aſked my opi- 
4 nion, I ſhould anſwer, 
er 


Let Alexander's ſenſe reſolve the queſtion : 
He honours Craterus, but loves Hepheſtion. 


The reaſon u hy? The reaſon's this, ſaid he, 
One loves the Mon ARCH, and the other Me. 


I am, &c. 


The End of the FIRST VoLUME, 
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